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Unlver51ty of Indianapolis inaugurates new president

Photo courtesy University of Indianapolis
Bishop Coyner and other dignitaries applaud Dr. Pitts follow-
ing her inauguration as Ulndy’s 8th president on March 29.

INDIANAPOLIS — Under the theme “Passport to Possibil-
ities,” the University of Indianapolis inaugurated Dr. Bev-
erley J. Pitts as its eighth president on March 29. The late-
afternoon investiture ceremony in the Christel DeHaan Fine
Arts Center culminated a day of activity that included vol-
unteer service projects in the community and recognition of
ten students awarded international study travel grants.

Pitts joined the university this past July after serving as
provost and interim president of Ball State University in
Muncie.

Highlights of the Day

Morning — “Passport to Service” volunteer work

\Volunteer work was part of the day’s activities at vari-
ous locations around Fountain Square and the university.
In keeping with the university motto, “Education for Ser-
vice,” about 200 faculty, staff and student volunteers spent
the morning performing community service projects. Pitts
read to children at the UM-related Fletcher Place Commu-
nity Center preschool on Prospect Street and dropped in on
students, faculty and staff as they painted the basement at
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church on Prospect Street.

A “Passport to the World” luncheon for internation-
al study travel grant winners was held at Schwitzer Stu-
dent Center on the UIndy campus. Ten Ulndy students were

awarded $4,000 grants to cover travel and housing costs
for learning opportunities at the university’s Athens cam-
pus or other affiliated overseas locations. At this luncheon,
Pitts hosted the grant recipients and their families.

The Investiture Ceremony was held late afternoon in
the Ruth Lilly Performance Hall at the Christel DeHaan
Fine Arts Center on campus. Representatives of the cen-
tral Indiana community, including Bishop Mike Coyner,
and various campus constituencies brought greetings to
President Pitts. Board of Trustees Chair Christel DeHaan
performed the rite of investiture, and Pitts offered her in-
augural address.

In the address, she said she would like the United Meth-
odist-related institution to be one of the top private, doc-
toral-granting, mid-sized private universities in the Mid-
west. In addition, she talked about the university really being
a focal point of the Southside of Indianapolis. She said she
thinks Ulndy has a commitment to being a good neighbor,
to being a good landmark on the city’s southside.

Afterward, the campus community and guests celebrated
with a reception in Schwitzer Student Center, featuring
refreshments, international hors d’oeuvres, live jazz mu-
sic and a visual presentation highlighting the university’s
overseas affiliate campuses.

For more information, log on to www.uindy.edu.

Mission volunteers come to Mississippi to be the hope

By Kathy L. Gilbert

BILOXI, Miss. (UMNS) — Six
months after one of the worst
storms to ever hit the United
States, houses are rotting in mold,
bent and twisted church signs
stand vigil over places where
thriving congregations once wor-
shipped and people are in deep
grief.

The Rev. Elijah Mitchell, a
United Methodist regional storm
disaster coordinator, knows many
of the people along the Gulf Coast
in Mississippi feel forgotten in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
He makes it his daily mission to
let them know someone cares.

“l am responsible for 98 square
miles of destruction,” he says, de-
scribing his job. He puts devas-
tated homeowners together with
groups eager to help.

He was assigned to the region
by Mississippi Bishop Hope Mor-
gan Ward in October after his two
churches, St. Rock United Meth-
odist Church in Waveland and
Seashore Mission in Biloxi, were
destroyed by the storm.

Working out of a small office
in Gulfport’s Gateway United
Methodist Church, Mitchell and
his wife, Miriam, send teams out
to homes, churches and camps.

On this day in March, Mitch-
ell has more than 100 people

sleeping in Gateway’s Sunday
school rooms, halls and sanctu-
ary. A typical day for him starts
at 4:30 a.m. and doesn’t end un-
til late at night.

The Rev. David Jones, a friend
and pastor from Oklahoma, has
come to Gulfport to help Mitchell
but so far hasn’t been able to re-
lieve him from the long days and
nights.

“l will do the devotions tonight;
that will help him some,” Jones
says.

Mitchell is a storm victim as
well as the disaster relief coordi-
nator, having suffered the loss of

his parsonage in Biloxi. “Fortu-
nately, I did have a second home,”
he says.

The day the storm hit, he was
at his second home because he
was “just too tired to drive back
to this end of town,” he says. He
and his family helped evacuate as
many church members as possi-
ble before the hurricane struck.

“l can remember the first five
days after hurricane,” he says.
Days of no electricity, of standing
in the hot sun for hours to get wa-
ter, ice and food.

Though many of the stores and
restaurants are still out of business

A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose
The Revs. Jim Gentry (left) and Elijah Mitchell (right) discuss construc-
tion of the Seashore District Volunteer Center.

he says, “It has gotten a lot better.
If you look at the traffic today you
could never tell we were in a cri-
sis state.”

Mitchell worries about the next
hurricane season and is trying to
prepare. Warehouses were hard to
find after Katrina, he says, and
they are needed for storing build-
ing materials and supplies such as
forklifts. Finding housing for vol-
unteers is also a challenge.

A team of volunteers from the
Indiana conferences is helping
with that problem.

Hoosiers to the rescue

United Methodists in Indiana
pledged to build a facility behind
Heritage United Methodist
Church in D’ Iberville, Miss., that
will house 40 volunteers. The 50-
by-75 foot steel structure was
buzzing with folks putting bunk
beds together and installing walls
the first week of March.

Mitchell says this team from
Indiana is helping with one of his
biggest headaches-finding room
for the thousands of volunteers
wanting to come to the state to
help.

“People are staying all over the
church right now,” says Gary Wal-
la, part of the Indiana team work-
ing at Heritage Church. He fears
that after a year, the “welcome”
might wear off. “They need their

church back,” he says.

Three to six teams will be
working to finish the Seashore
District Volunteer Center by the
end of April. It will probably be
needed for relief work for five
years, then will become part of
Heritage United Methodist
Church, organizers say.

The Mississippi Conference
has pledged to raise the $200,000
that will be needed to finish the
structure. As of April 5, $91,060
has been received from Indiana
churches as well as several other
states, including Mississippi.
More than 240 volunteers have
registered to work on one-week
builds.

Looking ahead

Mitchell says his work has
three phases: emergency, relief
and long-term recovery. Today,
Mississippi is in the second
phase. As the teams go out to
work, Mitchell tells them the key
to success is flexibility. Giving
people time to work through their
grief is one of the most impor-
tant tasks mission teams will do,
he says.

“| tell them you might not nail
asingle nail today; you might just
listen to their stories.”

Kathy Gilbert serves as a United
Methodist News Service news
writer based in Nashville, Tenn.

WWW. inareaumc.org
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Jesus on the loose

On Easter, we are celebrating the fact
that Jesus is “on the loose.”

That phrase happened during one of
those wonderful serendipitous moments in
a children’s sermon. While | was talking
with children about Easter and how the
women found the empty tomb, | asked
them, “What did it mean that the
tomb was empty”?

One of the children replied
enthusiastically, “It means Jesus
is on the loose”!

That child was right. Easter
is not about worshiping a Risen
Christ who is captured in our
stained-glass windows, wonder-
ful choir cantatas, beautiful Eas-
ter lilies or even in dynamic ser-
mons proclaiming “Christ is Risen.” No,
Jesus cannot be contained in our own cele-
brations of Easter. He is on the loose! He is
out ahead of us! He is already leading the
way into new life.

In fact, the message of Easter seems to
be, “You just missed him. He was here, but
he is already gone again.” The women
found an empty tomb, and were told, “He
is not here. He is risen.” Peter and the oth-
er disciple also ran to the tomb, only to dis-
cover that Jesus was already gone. Certainly

Thomas had that experience of missing
Jesus, but fortunately got a second chance
a week later when Jesus appeared with His
disciples.

The whole Easter message is: Jesus is
not here; He is not where you expect to find
Him; He is already ahead of you, so get
going and follow Him!

The disciples were told that
Jesus will “meet you in Gali-
lee” just as He had promised.
But don’t get out your map.
“Galilee” is not just a northern
province of Israel where Jesus
spent so much of His early min-
istry with His disciples around
the Sea of Galilee. No, “Gali-
lee” is where it always has been
— it is the place where Jesus is at work,
ministering to people.

Over and over again in the early days,
the disciples had to run to catch up with
Jesus as He preached, taught, healed and
challenged. Why would it be any different
after Easter?

Once again, the disciples are told, “You
missed Him. He was just here, but He is
gone already. He is out working and minis-
tering ahead of you — just like always.”

What do we do with such a Jesus? He

Calling all young clergy

He is out ahead of us! He is already leading the way

into new life.

won’t stay long in any one place. He is al-
ways moving on to the next place of need.
It is just as He always said, “The Son of
Man has no where to lay His head.” Jesus
is not contained in our best religious ex-
pressions; He is on the loose; He is out in
front of us, leading us into ministry wher-
ever our “Galilee” might be.

| heard a story a few years ago about a
church that voted to open its building to a
homeless shelter. This caused quite a con-
troversy in that staid, respectable, religious
congregation. In fact, one woman who op-
posed the idea confronted her pastor in
great anger by yelling, “If Jesus knew you
were letting those dirty people into our
church, He would roll over in his grave”!
She had missed the whole point of Easter.
Jesus isn’t in His grave. He is on the loose.
And He is leading us to do ministry in hard

places, with difficult people, in circum-
stances that are not easy.

Perhaps the whole history of the church
is a long story of our failure to domesticate
Jesus. We keep building nice buildings,
developing beautiful music and liturgies,
and writing impressive theological treatis-
es. We want to understand the Gospel, and
even more, we want to contain and control
Jesus. But Jesus is “on the loose” — He is
alive — He is not here — we just missed Him
— already He goes before us.

So, let’s take time to celebrate Easter.
But then let’s hurry on to try to catch up
with Jesus, because He is still on the loose.

from Michael J. Coyner,

Indiana Area of

The United Methodist Church
“Making a Difference ... in Indiana
and around the world

HOOSIER UNITED METHODISTS

This message is for all of the young clergy of The Indiana Area of the United
Methodist Church. You are a “young clergy” if you are young in age or young in
years of ministry. You are a “young clergy” if you think you are.

I am inviting the young clergy to meet with me for conversation prior to our two
Annual Conferences in June. In particular, | want to hear from our young clergy —
their thoughts, hopes, dreams and concerns about the recommendation coming to
each Annual Conference for a kind of “test vote” on merging to form a new Indiana
Conference. Since it will be the young clergy who have to live with whatever plans
are made, | want to meet with our young clergy and to hear from them.

So, here are two options, and young clergy are welcome to attend either time:

¢ Thursday, May 18, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon, at the South Indiana Conference
Office in Bloomington

¢ Thursday, May 25, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., at St. Lukes UMC in Kokomo (700
East Southway Blvd.)

I look forward to meeting with our young clergy at one of these two gatherings.

Bishop Mike Coyner

Subscribe today!

Together will inform you of religious news near and
far, will inspire you with stories of faith and will connect
you with a larger family of Christians.
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The miracles of Easter continues as we give of ourselves for others

Wiatching the Seashore District
\olunteer Center come into being
through e-mail and pictures sent
from D’lberville, Miss., has been
a delight. Seeing the energy of
more than 150 volunteers to date
run wire and pipes, construct walls
and beds, hang doors and win-
dows, and finish floors during
these months of Lent has been a
resurrection story fully known by
those who have given a week of
their lives at their own expense.
The building of the center has
been a resurrection story.

Completing the center during
the Easter season will be the be-
ginning —a resurrection story last-
ing for years to come as volun-
teers, who have given of them-
selves so freely, use the center to
help the people of Mississippi re-
build their homes and their lives.

Hopefully, by the end of the
project later this month, this new
center will be paid for through the

The Seashore District Volunteer Center
becomes a miracle that will ignite more
miracles for years to come.

generous gifts of thousands of
Hoosiers and hundreds of church-
es as an example of what happens
when we pull together. As we go
to press, more than $100,000 is still
needed to complete the project.

The lives of volunteers, who
have traveled south, not only for
the volunteer center build, but also
to assist other Hurricane Katrina
survivors rebuild their homes,
have changed. Our collective grat-
itude could never express enough
our indebtedness to these who
have placed their energy in the
lives of others first unknown to
them, now lifetime friends.

This whole Hurricane Katrina
recovery experience has been and

will continue to be a rich example
of God’s reign in our lives — light
to the darkness experienced by our
brothers and sisters in Mississip-
pi, Louisiana and Alabama.

Jesus performed more than 30
miracles as recorded in the New
Testament Scriptures. If we rea-
son that a miracle is an unex-
plained action out of the ordinary
for the good of another, the Sea-
shore District Volunteer Center
becomes a miracle that will ignite
more miracles for years to come.
We have made a difference in the
name of Christ.

Hoosiers have been involved
with other miracles this Lent as
well. Here are a few:

¢ Darfur moves slowly towards
peace from actions of the inter-
national community sparked by
people of faith (see page 6);

¢ There has been no expansion
of legalized gam-

coach has established a Web
service to help place high
school athletes in university
program (page 7), and

¢ A sense of hope for the future

bling by the Gen-
eral Assembly;

+ More communities
this year than last
year across Indiana
have become
smoke-free in their
public and work
places;

+ Katrina evacuees
here in Indiana sponsored by
United Methodists statewide
are putting their lives back to-
gether;

¢ The dream of a new home for
homeless women to gain con-
trol and direction of their lives
is becoming a reality at Ruth’s
House in Evansville (page 4);

¢ A former Indiana basketball

C.

emerges in shared
ideas between our two
annual conferences as
we consider the emer-
gence of a new confer-
ence during each an-
nual conference ses-
sion in June (page 5.

Easter ushers in a
season of hope, new life
and vitality.

Join in the celebration as you
read the pages of your Hoosier
United Methodists Together. We
are about miracles as we, mem-
bers of Christ body, give of our-
selves for the furtherance of God’s
reign. Christ is risen.

Welcome.
— Daniel R. Gangler

of the church in Indiana

Volunteer center work project contlnues to be on schedule

By Gary Walla

D’IBERVILLE, Miss. - By the end
of March, volunteers completed
inside painting, basic heating and
air conditioning, installed phones,
wi-fi and TV, and painted all the
bunk beds. The installation of the
cabinets is partially complete along
with electrical and plumbing. With
its new coat of paint, the facility
is taking on a new personality.
The last week of March, Heri-
tage United Methodist Church
was home to 130 volunteers, in-
cluding 31 from Indiana, most of
them were working on damaged
homes needing major repairs and
renovation. Construction was
ahead enough on the center
project that several of the people
spent time helping hurricane sur-
vivors in the surrounding area of
the church repair their homes.
The stories are heartbreaking

and volunteer help highly appreC|-
ated. One woman, “Miss Nellie,”
kept calling the volunteers her
“Angels from the Lord.” Her home
had been severely damaged, and
she had no way to repair it until the
volunteers from the UMC came to
help her. The stories of thankful-
ness and renewed hope are endless.
Members and staff of the Heri-
tage UMC have given much to the
community by opening their
church to volunteers and arranging
to help those in need. The church’s
sanctuary and Sunday school
rooms are filled with volunteers
needing a place to sleep. The Vol-
unteer Center, being built by Hoo-
sier United Methodists, will take
off the pressure by providing a
place to live for the volunteers that
will be needed to help people in this
community return to normal lives.
The center is a gift that will be ap-
preciated for many years.

Al Dalton, project manager,
recently reviewed current costs
and future estimates, and has con-
fidence that the project will be
able to be finished within the orig-
inal cost estimate of $200,000.

Photo courtesy of Gary Walla
Work continues this month on the Seashore District Volunteer Center in
D’Iberville, Miss. More than 160 volunteers have each given one week.

Dalton said, “We are thankful
for all the people and churches that
have given money to the Indiana
UMC Foundation for this project
to date and are prayerful that gifts
collected during the Lenten peri-

od are forwarded qumkly S0 we
can pay our suppliers in a timely
manner. Dalton said it would be
appropriate to say, “We are pay-
ing from hand to mouth.”

The project continues to be on
schedule for an end of April fin-
ish. The project has had wonder-
ful participation by volunteers
from all parts of Indiana and some
beyond Indiana. The volunteers
have been a wonderful group of
people working together. The fa-
cility is beautiful thanks to our
experienced and talented painters
and will be quite functional.

It has been a joy to work with
all these very giving people and
to visit with the volunteers from
other states that are helping re-
build this community.

Gary Walla, a member of St.
Luke’s UMC, Indianapolis, serves as
one of three construction coordina-
tors for the volunteer center build.

Bishop, Foundation thank congregations for support

Indiana Area Bishop Coyner
and the Rev. Jim Gentry, execu-
tive director of the Indiana Area
United Methodist Foundation,
thank these congregations (in or-
der of service) who have sent vol-

unteers to build the Seashore Dis-
trict Volunteer Center in
D’lberville, Mississippi during the
month of March. April volunteers
will be listed in the next issue of
Together.

Volunteers needed in South
Indiana to rebuild after tornado

The Rev. Randy Anderson,
chairperson of Southwest Indiana
Long Term Recovery Committee,
is organizing volunteers for con-
struction work. Skilled workers
are needed in all areas of construc-
tion from laying the foundation to
the finish work.

There are buildings that need
to be rebuilt, including Baker’s

Chapel UMC, resulting from the
Nov. 6 tornado.

If you are interested in working
as a volunteer on these projects,
contact the Rev. Randy Anderson
or Bridget Noss at the Disaster Re-
covery Office at 812-490-6806 lo-
cated at Epworth UMC in New-
burgh, Ind. Anderson said that all
areas are cleared except one.

Included in March were 34
congregations: Calvary Chap-
el, Danville; St. Luke’s, Indy;
Louise, Louise, Miss.; Mt. Zion,
Crawfordville; Avon, Avon;
North, Indy; Southport, South-
port; Brownsburg Christian
Church, Brownsburg; Trinity,
Arcardia; Castleton, Indy;
Plainfield, Plainfield; First,
Clinton; Acton, Indy; Meridian
Street, Indy; New Hope, Salem;
Cross Plains, Cross Plains,
Tenn.; Park Place, Anderson;
Paoli Presbyterian Church,
Paoli, Pa.; Adams, Adams,
Tenn.; Old Bethel, Indy; Paw
Paw, Kokomo; Denver, Denver,
Ind.; First, White House, Tenn.;
South Whitley, South Whitley;
Irvington, Indy; Forest, Forest;
First, Sheridan; Salem, Evans-

ville; Bradley, Greenfield; Cov-
ington, Covington; Webb
Chapel, Logansport; EIk River,
Elk River, Minn.; West Street,
Shelbyville; and Bible Church,
Brownsburg.

Coyner and Gentry also extend
their thanks to these congrega-
tions, districts and conference for
their generous contributions to fi-
nancially support the Seashore
District Volunteer Center. They
include in chronological order of
giving (church and city): St.
Luke’s, Indy; First, Logansport,
Walkerton; Red Bird Mission-
ary Conference; Heritage,
D’lberville, Miss.; Carmel; Kni-
man, Monon; First, EImwood;
Plainfield; Shiloh, Jasper; Acton,
Indy; Trinity, Rockport; Solomon
Creek, Syracuse; Liberty Cen-

ter, Denver; Forest; First, Con-
nversville: Trinity, Arcadia; St.
Mark’s, Bloomington; Central,
Evansville; Twelve Mile; Seely-
ville; Bicknell; Mt. Sinai, Auro-
ra; Lawrence, Indy; First, No-
blesville; Huntertown; Brook-
side, Indy; Cromwell; Demopo-
lis (Ala.) District; St. Paul,
Bloomington; Trinity, Berne; In-
dianapolis West District; Chap-
el Hill, Indy; Center Chapel ,
Muncie; College Ave., Muncie;
First, Mooresville; Solomon
Creek, Syracuse; Richvalley,
Wabash; Castleton, Indy; Mul-
berry; First, Bluffton; Acton,
Indy; Salem; and McGrawsville,
Amboy. Numerous individuals
also contributed to this project, but
because of privacy laws, cannot be
printed here.
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What makes compulsive gamblers continue?

By Robin Russell

The Rev. Janet Jacobs, direc-
tor of Gambling Recovery Minis-
tries in the South Indiana Confer-
ence, says it’s a combination of the
feeling of excitement and well-

Compulsive gamblers struggle
constantly to hide their habit and
find money to pay their debts. It
all comes crashing down when
a gambler finally hits bottom.
That’s when the real work of re-

being they get.

“It’s the sounds, the
sights —and their sense
of peace and escape.
You get all that
wrapped up at one
time,” she said.

Jacobs is the “go-
to” person in the UMC
for help with gambling

covery begins, she said.

“The trust level of
the family, the employ-
er has been totally
blown out of the water.
It’s very, very difficult.
Then there’s the mon-
ey they owe, which ex-
acerbates the whole
thing. Money can be

recovery. She trains
clergy and laypeople to
help with gambling addictions. It’s
difficult to treat, because it doesn’t
involve a substance like alcohol
or drugs.

“It’s a mind addiction. They
build up a tolerance to the high. It
gets to the point where the higher
the risk, the higher the thrill.”

When it becomes pathologi-
cal, a gambler shows signs of
magical thinking: Their next bet
will wipe out all their debts.

Jacobs

replaced, but trust is
harder.

Those who enter
Gamblers Anonymous have the
most success in recovery, she said.

“There is no cure. Relapse is
always possible. Once you are
addicted, you have that problem
for the rest of your life. But life
can be so much better in recov-
ery. It’s bringing that abundant life
to so many folks.”

Here are some resources:
¢ Louisiana Association on Com-

pulsive Gambling operates

“There is no cure.Relapse is always

possible.”

—Janet Jacobs

C.O.R.E., a state-financed, in-
house treatment program for
addictive gamblers, in Shreve-
port. Call 877-770-STOP.

¢ Gamblers Anonymous has
meetings nationwide, as well

as a list of 20 questions to de-
termine if you’re a compul-
sive gambler. See www.-
gamblersanonymous.org/ or
call the hotline, 504-431-
7867.

¢ Gambling Recovery Ministries
has treatment programs for
compulsive gamblers and re-
covery training for church lead-
ers. See www.grmumc.org/.
Robin Russell serves as man-
aging editor of The United
Methodist Reporter based in
Dallas, Texas. This story is re-
printed with permission from the
March 17, 2006 issue of The
United Methodist Reporter ©
2006.

Casino study details cost, benefits to state

Riverboat casinos cost Indiana
$1 million worth of crime each
week, according to an analysis of
Indiana’s casino industry commis-
sioned by state lawmakers. Over-
all, however, the study found the
state’s 10 gambling boats provid-
ed a net benefit of more than $700
million for the fiscal year that end-
ed in June 2005 (Indianapolis
Star).

The analysis, intended to
present a neutral view of gambling
in Indiana, concluded what many
in the industry have long contend-

ed: the costs, including bankrupt-
cies and poor mental health, are
significant but are far overshad-
owed by the $763 million of ad-
ditional yearly tax revenue that the
casinos generate. But, considering
the relatively short amount of time
given to Indianapolis-based con-
sultant Policy Analytics LLC to do
the study — seven months — the
results likely are not the last word
in Indiana’s ongoing debate over
legalized gambling.

The state had the fourth-larg-
est casino revenue in fiscal year

2005, behind Nevada, New Jersey
and Mississippi. (Howey Political
Report DailyWire).

The report, “A Benefit-Cost
Analysis of Indiana’s Riverboat
Casinos for FY2005,” was pre-
sented March 7 in the Indiana
House of Representatives by Rep.
Peggy Welch of Bloomington and
Rep. Ralph Ayres, a United Meth-
odist, of Chesterton. Both request-
ed the study last year. APDF copy
of the report is available online at
www.in.gov/legislative/igare-
ports/agency/reports/IGC02.pdf.

Recovery residence for homeless women planned for Evansville

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — An Evans-
ville faith-based organization
plans to build transitional housing
for drug and alcohol addicted,
homeless women.

The Reflecting Waters minis-
try is taking on the mission of cre-
ating a compassionate environ-
ment where addicted individuals
can rebuild their lives. The resi-
dence, called Ruth’s House, will
help women meet the difficult
challenges of recovery.

The new home will house each
year up to 24 women living out a
recovery lifestyle. The six-month

Each resident will find a stable and
supportive environment...

program includes: counseling,
finding and maintaining employ-
ment, learning the discipline of
money management, and develop-
ing a strong support system
through local 12-step programs.
The model was designed from the
highly successful Samaritan Inns
of Washington, D.C. As partners
with Samaritan Inns, Reflecting

Waters will benefit from that or-
ganization’s 20 years of experi-
ence and expertise.

At the present time, alcohol and
drug professionals have few hous-
ing options for their clients in the
Evansville area—a problem com-
mon to many other communities,
as well. Ruth’s House, to be built
at the corner of Governor and

United Methodists to celebrate Native
American Ministries Sunday, April 30

Kendra Juarez, 10, loves her
church family, and she shows it.
Whether she is singing at worship
or enjoying a cookout with her
church friends, Kendra’s attitude
says, “I know I ama child of God,
and that’s wonderful!”

“We want to give our children

Photo courtesy of UMCom
Kendra Juarez and Isiah Lopez sing at
the Native American United Methodist
Gathering in Tempe, Arizona.

a spiritual message — and to help
them maintain their culture,”
notes Betty Weston, co-coordi-
nator, Native American United
Methodist Gathering in Tempe,
Ariz. “We try to give our chil-
dren guidance and to be exam-
ples for them. As they become
more involved in the church,
their voices are heard.”

The Native American
Gathering provides a spiritu-
al base and a support system
for Kendra and her family,
whose heritage is of the Pima
Tribe.

Kendra’s mother struggles
with the daily challenges of
parenting. Weston assures her:
“l encourage her to continue
to believe and to praise God. |
tell her: Your church family is
here for you, and | am just a
phone call away.”

Your offering on Native
American Ministries Sunday

“See what God
has given us, that we
should be called
children of God”

(1John 3:1a).

nurtures outreach with persons of
all ages and provides scholarships
for United Methodist Native
American seminarians.

“See what God has given us,
that we should be called children
of God” (1John 3:1a). Help Na-
tive Americans like Kendra expe-
rience God’s love in their lives.
Give generously on Native Amer-
ican Ministries Sunday, April 30.
Your gift makes a world of differ-
ence. Thank you!

For more information on this or
other Special Offering Sundays,
log on to www.umcgiving.org.

Photo courtesy of Reflecting Waters

Here is a architect’s drawing of Ruth’s House for homeless women which
organizers hope to begin building in August.

Walnut Streets, will fill a need in
the Greater Evansville area for
transitional housing. Organizers
say Ruth’s House will be more
than just living space. Each resi-
dent will find a stable and support-
ive environment where her hopes
for becoming a physically and
spiritually strong woman can be-

tan Inns in Evansville. After four
years, Reflecting Waters has be-
come incorporated and has its own
501(c)3 tax exemption status. The
property on which Ruth’s House
will be built also is tax exempt.
Reflecting Waters’ “Shared
Hope” goal is raising $600,000
during the next six months. Orga-

come a reality — freer
to be all God created
her to be.

Reflecting Waters,
Inc. began with the vi-
sion of the Rev. Ruth
E. Milgate, an Indiana
United Methodist pas-
tor who is now retired.

nizers hope to begin
building in August.
This amount covers the
building, furnishings
and first year’s operat-
ing expenses.

— Reflecting Waters
has received $170,000
to date with another

Upon her first retire-
ment, Ruth spent a
year as a live-in innkeeper in a
women’s residence of the Samar-
itan Inns in Washington. As an
innkeeper she was part of a com-
munity of caring people who as-
sisted 21 out of 26 women in re-
claiming their lives. Upon return-
ing to Evansville, and after much
meditation and prayer, Milgate re-
alized that instead of another re-
tirement, God was calling her to
begin a ministry like the Samari-

Milgate

$50,000 pledged. The
Evansville District of
The United Methodist
Church has designated this min-
istry as a mission outreach project.
Milgate told Together that dona-
tions, prayers, questions, calls and
contributions are welcomed.

For more information, contact
Reflecting Waters, P.O. Box 4204,
Evansville, IN 47724, call 812-
455-2007, e-mail ruthshouse@-
reflectingwaters.org or log on to
www.reflectingwaters.org.
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South Indiana Conference highlights stewardship during
June 8-10 conference at I.U. in Bloomington

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — “Stew-
ards of God’s Grace” will be the
theme for the South Indiana Con-
ference as the 690 United Meth-
odist congregations, their pastors
and lay members meet 9 a.m.
Thursday, June 8 through Noon,
Saturday, June 10 at the Indiana
University Auditorium in Bloom-
ington.

According to the tentative
agenda of the conference, on site
registration begins at 7 a.m. at
First United Methodist Church for
clergy and 1.U. Auditorium for lay
members.

The Clergy and Laity sessions
will begin respectively at 9 a.m.
in the sanctuary of First UMC and
the auditorium.

The Rev. Dr. Susan W.N.
Rauch, director of conference
spiritual leadership development
of the United Methodist General
Board of Discipleship, will preach
during a 1:15 p.m. Thursday me-
morial service to commemorate
the lives of pastors and laity who

have died
since the
previous
annual con-
ference.

Indiana
Area Bish-
op Mike
Coyner will
open the
38th Annu-
al Session at 2:30 p.m. followed
by the usual roll call, rules, Cabi-
net resolutions and Cabinet re-
ports.

Visual reports will be clustered
into five groups during the three-
day session including: Adminis-
tration, Church Growth and Evan-
gelism, Connectional Ministries,
United Methodist-related Institu-
tions and Discipleship. Most of
the clustered reports will be adja-
cent to a five-minute Bible Study
led by Coyner.

Highlights of the sessions will
include: a Carrie Newcomer Con-
cert (www.carrienewcomer.com)

Ruach

South Indiana Conference
invites laity to submit
sermons for contest

Each year the South Indiana
Conference Board of Laity offers
the opportunity to all laity of the
South Indiana Conference to ex-
press thanks and praise to God by
submitting a sermon manuscript
for judging. The theme is “One in
Spirit, All in Ministry: In the Spir-
it of Worship.”

Manuscripts are judged on how
well the theme is followed and de-
veloped; how well stories and il-
lustrations are used as well as the
use of creative writing techniques.
The author will present the win-
ning manuscript at the Laity Ses-
sion of the South Indiana Annual
Conference on Thursday, June 8.

Two other manuscripts will be
given Honorable Mention. By
sharing your stories of faith, dis-
cipleship and commitment with

our Conference, we can honor
Christ and His mission. Please
share this opportunity with your
congregation members and en-
courage others to participate.

For more information, please
contact Bob Pimlott, contest chair,
at 812-273-3081 or e-mail
apimlott@venus.net. Manuscripts
are to be sent to lke Williams,
Conference Lay Leader, 1515
Cool Creek Drive, Carmel, IN
46033-2318. Include your name,
address, phone number, local
church name and district name on
a cover letter.

Manuscripts will be assigned a
number and judged anonymously
by the selection committee. The
winners and two runners up will
be notified by May 21. All entries
must be postmarked by April 25.

South Indiana to quilt ‘Our
Life Together’ for Conference

Each church in the South In-
diana Conference is invited to
send a six-inch square of fabric
to be symbolically joined with
those from the other churches and
made into an altar table covering
used at the South Indiana Annu-
al Conference June 8-10 in
Bloomington.

Please consecrate it during a
worship service, with prayer that
together as a body of Christ
throughout the South Indiana
Conference, we might be able to
do great things. This also is an

opportunity to tell people about
the connection we all have with
each other.

The fabric square, of any color
or pattern, can be sent to Lynn
Renne, Aldersgate UMC, 5130
Lincoln Ave., Evansville, IN
47715, or brought to “Our Life
Together” in Bloomington on
April 25, when the offering of the
fabric squares will be used during
the worship service.

Any questions? E-mail Lynn at
LRenne@aol.com or call her at
812-477-7816.

Thursday evening at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by a Missions Event at 8
p.m. featuring Bishop Hans Vax-
by, residing bishop for UMC’s
Eurasia Area based in Moscow,
Russia, and the Rev. Darryl Tate
bringing words of thanks from
New Orleans.

During the Friday morning
worship ser-
vice at
10:45 a.m.,
Bishop
Coyner will
be introduc-
ing Course
of Study
Graduates,
Deacons
and Elder

Newcomer

candidates,
plus recog-
nizing retir-
ees. The
Commis-
sioning, Or-
dination
and Passing
of the Stole
during the
Celebration
of Ministry Service is scheduled
for Friday evening at 7:30 p.m.
A celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of Full Clergy Rights for
Women in the Methodist Tradition
is scheduled for Friday afternoon.
Two Bible studies with Dr. Ran-
dy Maddox, a professor of Theol-
ogy and Wesleyan Studies at Duke

Vaxby

University Divinity School in
Durham, N.C., will be held Friday
and Saturday mornings. (See Jan-
uary issue :
page 5 of
Together.)
An All
Conference
Dinner will
be held in
Alumni
Hall, Solar-
ium on
Thursday at
5:30 p.m.
For more information about
the South Indiana Annual Con-
ference Session, log on to
www.sicumc.org or call 800-
919-8160.

Maddox

North Indiana Conference
considers stewardship during
annual gathering June 1-3

The North Indiana Conference
of The United Methodist Church
has chosen the theme “Stewards
of God’s Grace” for its annual ses-
sion at West Lafayette, June 1-3
in Purdue University’s Elliot Hall
of Music.

According to the tentative
schedule for the session, clergy
and their spouses will meet the
evening before conference on
May 31 in the Purdue Memori-
al Union Ballroom for a clergy
dinner followed by a closed ses-
sion for clergy and a spouses’
gathering.

A*“Before You Begin” seminar
for newcomers is scheduled be
held at 7 a.m. on Thursday, June
1in room 84C of the Union. Reg-
istration opens at 8:30 a.m. in El-
liott.

Indiana Bishop Mike Coyner
will call the first plenary session
to order at 9:30 a.m. The opening
session will include “Teaching
Moments” by Dr. Randy Maddox,
professor of Theology and Wes-
leyan Studies from Duke Univer-
sity in Durham, N.C. Maddox, a

Wesley scholar who will be teach-
ing throughout the three-day con-
ference.

Maddox presentation will be
followed by the Memorial and
Communion Service to celebrate
the lives of conference members
who have died since last confer-
ence. The Rev. Jean Brindel will
be preaching.

Thursday afternoon will be
spent in conference groups. Each
group will discuss the camp de-
sign team, futuring including
merger discussions and “John
Wesley and Stewardship” with
Maddox.

The second plenary session
will be held Thursday evening at
7 p.m. in Elliott.

For supporters of Operation
Classroom, Friday will begin ear-
ly with a 7 a.m. breakfast in the
Union. The third plenary session
begins at 8:30 a.m. in Elliott with
Maddox teaching “John Wesley’s
Understanding of Grace.” Much
of the morning session will be
spent on futuring discussions.

The fourth plenary will begin

at 2 p.m. with another teaching
moment by Maddox — this one
about “John Wesley’s Under-
standing of Salvation.” An hour-
long presentation will follow by
the Camp Design Team with a
vote on the proposals presented
during the presentation. Other
shorter reports and presentations
also will be presented.

An All Conference Celebration
is scheduled for Friday at 6 p.m.
in the Union Ballroom. Confer-
ence Lay Leader Kayc Mykrantz
will speak.

The firth session begins Satur-
day at 8:30 a.m. with a report on
the Louisiana recovery process
and a major report by the Council
on Finance and Administration.
Retiring clergy will be recognized
at the close the session.

After lunch, a commissioning
and ordination service is sched-
uled for 1 p.m. with an outdoor
reception for new retirees and or-
dinands.

For more information about the
North Indiana Conference ses-
sion, log on to www.nicumc.org.

North Indiana Conference pension
plan changes coming in January

Beginning January 1, 2007, all
clergy appointed to churches in the
North Indiana Annual Conference
who are now in the Ministerial Pro-
tection Plan (MPP) will be enrolled
in the Clergy Retirement Security
Program (CRSP). CRSP replaces
MPP effective January 1, 2007.

The Conference Board of Pen-
sion is hosting workshops for Par-
ticipants on the new CRSP and
UMPIP programs twice this
Spring and twice in the Fall. We

invite Active Clergy to attend one
of these workshops to learn more
about the benefits of the New
CRSP program. General Board of
Pension and Health Benefits per-
sonnel will be leading the work-
shops and will illustrate and an-
swer questions about the Plan
Benefits of both the Clergy Retire-
ment Security Program and the
new United Methodist Personal
Investment Plan. In addition, we
have included some brief informa-

tion about CRSP.

More information will be avail-
able at the workshop and at the Gen-
eral Board of Pension and Health
Benefits Web site, www.-
gbophb.org. Here are workshops
locations, dates and times. April 19
— Dayton UMC, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.;
April 20 — Hanfield UMC, Marion ,
6:30t0 8:30 p.m.; Nov. 8 — Valparai-
so First UMC, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.;
and Nov. 9 — Columbia City UMC,
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
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Trips to Africa also being planned for this year

Operation Classroom plans ingathering at each Indiana
annual conference session this spring

Operation Classroom, a mis-
sion outreach of the Indiana Area
to Liberia and Sierra Leone, plans
to hold an ingathering of
supplies during each
of the two Indiana
Annul Conferences
June 1-3 at Purdue
University in West
Lafayette for the
North Conference
and June 8-10 at In-
diana University for
the South Conference.
The truck will be parked
near each conference site and will
be open all day Thursday, Friday
and until 10:30 a.m. on Saturday.

Darfur observer shares horrors of mode

By Matthew Oates

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — For six
months from September 2004 to
February 2005, Brian Steidle was
an eyewitness to genocide.

Steidle, a former U.S. Marine,
served as an observer with the Af-
rican Union to monitor the unsteady
peace treaty in the Sudan and the
situation of Darfur —an area the size
of Texas located in western Sudan.
“We were there to monitor a cease-
fire that was non-existent.”

During his six
months in Darfur, he
wrote more than 80 re-
ports of which four of
them reached the Unit-
ed States government
regarding ethnic cleans-
ing, continual brutal at-
tacks against tribes by
government-supported
militias and a mounting
refugee crisis.

Steidle made these statements
— complete with graphic photo-
graphs, video and audio record-
ings —during a presentation at Al-
dersgate United Methodist Church
in Fort Wayne on April 2. Steidle
was finishing a tour across Indi-
ana that weekend as he continues
traveling across America, talking
to groups informing them on the
situation in Darfur as part of a
campaign to raise one million
voices to stop the genocide. His
tour will culminate at the “Rally
for Darfur” in Washington, D.C.
on April 30.

Throughout the more-than-an-
hour talk, Steidle shared events
and stories of those who have no

Steidle

Supplies needed are white anti-
dust chalk, copy paper, YES (ele-
mentary and secondary) and ET

kits, notebooks, and oth-

er school
supplies. Also
needed are medical
supplies including
vitamins, Tylenol,

Band-Aids, cough

medications, rolled

bandages, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste,
light blankets, soap,
etc. For more information,
check the Operation Classroom
Web site at
www.operationclassroom.org.

VBS Mission Projects
Operation Classroom also an-

nounces that the Vacation Bible

School mission projects selected

for this year will be:

1. Soccer balls, kickballs, volley-
balls and basketballs (please, no
baseballs, softballs or footballs),

2. Table tennis sets (tables can be
built in West Africa),

3. Bible story coloring books and
crayons,

4. Construction paper,

5. Children’s scissors and school
glue,

6. Spiral notebooks,

7. Hand-held solar calculators,

8. Band-Aids.

Churches can choose one or
more of these projects. For
more details, check the Web site
www.operationclassroom.org or
write to ocmission@-
frontiernet.net.

Upcoming Trips
Here is a schedule of upcom-

ing trips being planned for Oper-

ation Classroom:

¢ June 19 — July 8 to Fergusson
Memorial School, Moyamba,
Sierra Leone, contact Monty
Barker at 317-856-6056.

¢ June 29 — July 22 to Baoma,
Sierra Leone, contact Kay Hess
at 765-847-2748.

In 1998, more than 100,000 people were
killed and 250,000 starved to death.

voice: from one of his first reports
of locating refugees of a 15,000-
member village that was attacked
who were located an hour away
seeking shelter under a giant tree
from the hot African sun. During
that time, Steidle and others were
assessing the humanitarian needs,
even though they were
not supposed to do that.

“We felt it was nec-
essary,” said Steidle as
the observers were tak-
ing notes observing
how even newly or-
phaned one-year-olds
were shot, beaten and
bruised.

Sudan has had only
seven years of peace in
its history since becoming inde-
pendent from Great Britain in
1956. During the recent 20-year
civil war, more than two million
people have been killed and more
than four million have been dis-
placed. In 1998, more than
100,000 people were killed and
250,000 starved to death, accord-
ing to Steidle.

He said the primary fighting is
between the Sudanese government,
which is Arab and based out of
Khartoum, and black African tribes
throughout the oil-rich south. The
government is sponsoring militias
called the Janjaweed, who are well-
equipped and well-trained.

“Whole tribes have been wiped
out,” said Steidle. “The scale of this
—those numbers are unfathomable.
This is a large scale military oper-
ation for the purpose of wiping out
all black Africans in Darfur.”

Secondary fighting also contin-
ues between two rebel groups, the
Sudan Liberation Movement/
Army (SLA) and the Justice and

Equality Movement (JEM),
against the government. Those
two groups are fighting for equal
rights in the government. But, they
are no match and are ill-equipped
and ill-trained.

The actions of the Janjaweed
and the Sudanese government
against civilians are equally as
chilling as the images in Steidle’s
program and upcoming documen-
tary. Soldiers use sexual assaults
and castration on civilians, regard-
less of gender or age, as well as
pluck out eyes and cut off ears in
addition to looting, plundering and
burning villages and property.

“They do the most horrific
things to these people. They do not
even look at these people as hu-
mans,” he said.

In addition, Sudanese law calls
for women who are raped to be
punished for having sexual rela-
tions outside of marriage. “Rape
brings with it all other types of is-
sues,” says Steidle, explaining
how the Janjaweed taunt the black
Africans for having “lighter-
skinned” children, as well as car-
rying the dishonor of the rape and
the child with them.

Refugees abound, not only in
Darfur, but also flowing into
neighboring Chad. Government
soldiers and Janjaweed will go
through refugee camps in Chad
and internal displacement camps
throughout Sudan and harass the
Darfurians and destroy the camps.

Current options

According to Steidle, a multi-
national force from the African
Union cannot do the job, as part
of the AU charter has to ask per-
mission before entering a country.
The United Nations, however,

———

does not have to ask permission.
Steidle believes a NATO-spon-
sored force would be best, with
support from the United States.

Even simple steps such as mak-
ing sure there is security on the
ground, hold the leaders account-
able in Khartoum and proper nation-
building with new leaders by invest-
ing in the country and education
could start the healing process.

Economic sanctions would be
difficult, though. The United
States does not do business with
the Sudan. The French have larg-
er interests in Chad, which isin a
fragile position and could intro-
duce resolutions or even lead a
multi-national force.

China receives about five per-
cent of its oil from the Sudan and
runs seven out of Sudan’s eight oil
fields, so economic sanctions at
the United Nations would not
work since China has veto power.

Grassroot solutions

Steidle is encouraging people
of all socio-economic, religious
and professional backgrounds to
help the Darfurians. The actions
are relatively quite simple. He en-
courages people to write elected
officials, especially a handwritten

rn genocide

¢ July 7 — 23 to Itabuna, Brazil,
contact Carolyn Wagner at 765-
436-2805.

¢ Oct. 1-19to WPL Brumskine
School, Buchanan, Liberia,
contact Mona Morgan at 317-
844-3759.

¢ Oct. 22 — Nov. 7 to Ganta,
Liberia, contact Kay and Lamar
Ziegler at 317-773-6620.

Those wanting more informa-
tion and/or application forms re-
lating to any of these teams can
contact Carolyn Wagner, co-co-
ordinator of Operation Class-
room, at 765-436-2805 or
ccwagner@hotmail.com.

UMNS photo courtesy of USAID
Two displaced women in North Darfur wait for food. The United Nations
estimates 1.6 million have been pushed from their homes in Sudan.

letter, which has a greater chance
of being read.

One of his goals of advocacy is
to raise the support of one million
people to call on the world to stop
the genocide through the “Million
\Voices for Darfur” campaign, lo-
cated online by logging on to
www.millionvoicesfordarfur.org.

He also encourages people to
advocate targeted divestment pro-
grams, such as the one that helped
end Apartheid. Some states and
public pension funds are already
divesting themselves of compa-
nies that do business with the
Sudan. The thought is that normal-
ly embargoes and divestments hurt
people they are intending to help.

“These people already have
nothing. There is no difference
between any of these two people
and any of us,” said Steidle as
images of children were shining
on the screen behind him. I hon-
estly believe she should have the
chance to be a doctor or a lawyer.
She should not have to fear be-
cause of the color of her skin.”

Matthew Oates serves as a cor-
respondent to the Hoosier United
Methodists Together and is a
member of Trinity United Meth-
odist Church in Lafayette.
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Former coach continues to make difference
in lives of student athletes

By Daniel R. Gangler

Basketball has been his life’s
occupation. Bringing youth to
church is his calling.

to the Web site and gives key con-
tact information. The athlete as-
sociates him- or herself with a
high school in the site’s database,
if the high school has been spon-

Through a new Web
site service, this former
basketball coach con-
tinues to make a differ-
ence in the lives of
high school athletes
and also give them an
opportunity to hear the
Gospel of Jesus Christ,
especially those who

sored. The student ath-
lete then enters at
PostYourT.org infor-
mation including SAT
(college  entrance
exam) scores, grade
point average, activities
and college plans.
PostYourT then col-
lects the athlete’s stats,

have not heard the
Gospel or experienced
unconditional love and the bless-
ings of Christian living.

Coach Mike Walker, 66, a
member of the Middletown Unit-
ed Methodist Church southeast of
Anderson, has created a Web site
that intends to bring together high
school athletes with college and
university athletic recruiters. The
site, www.PostYourT.org, has
something for all involved in the
process including: high school
athletes, parents, coaches, athlet-
ic directors, college and universi-
ty recruiters and high schools. He
says he is in contact with more
than 1,000 colleges and universi-
ties.

Walker told Together during a
recent interview, “PostYourT is
designed to help all interested high
school athletes and college scouts
through the recruiting process.
Everything possible has been done
to make the Web site safe and se-
cure for all players.”

Here’s how it works
According to Walker’s Web
site, a High School athlete comes

Walker

sends an e-mail to the
athlete’s high school to
inform the school the information
has been entered. The high school
verifies accuracy of the informa-
tion. PostYourT enters the infor-
mation, where upon college and
university recruiters can search
validated student athletes and con-
tact their high school about them.

Part of the show-and-tell for
student athletes to display their
talents to college and university
recruiters will come during the
Indiana East-West All Star Basket-
ball Games. Walker is working
with organizers to hold these
games Friday and Saturday, July
7 and 8 at a place yet to be an-
nounced. The tournament will al-
low 160 of Indiana’s top boy and
girl players to show their talent in
all four classes: 1A, 2A, 3A and
4A. The tournament also will fea-
ture prep bands and cheerleaders.

Ron Hecklinski, head boys
basketball coach at Anderson
High School and a supporter of
Walker’s program says, “The
East/West All-Star Games is a
great way for some of the top high
school players in the state to

“I believe this ministry will help provide
financial resources for educational
opportunities to youth who may not

otherwise have access to them.”
- Jeff Landon, pastor, Middletown United Methodist Church

showecase their talents.”

Where’s the church?

Where is the church in all of
this? Walker realizes that many
small-membership United Meth-
odist churches have a weak or no
youth programs. He hopes PostY-
ourT will help pastors get involved
with their community’s high
school.

Walker also asks local United
Methodists to provide the regis-
tration cost of $100 for their local
high school to sign on the PostY-
ourT Web service.

He says, “By so doing, hun-
dreds of students will have the
opportunity to post their individ-
ual talents to the Web site at no
cost to the parent, the student or
the schools. Naturally, since the
local United Methodist church
is the sponsor, their name will be
noted in all PostYourT releases as
well as posted on the Web
site. Consequently, the local pas-
tor and youth leaders will have
excellent opportunity to reach out
to the un-churched in their high
school.”

His pastor, the Rev. Jeff
Landon, told Together, “I believe
this ministry will help provide fi-
nancial resources for educational
opportunities to youth who may
not otherwise have access to them.

Indianapolis youth appears on state’s
Disabilities Awareness Month poster

INDIANAPOLIS - Connor Wantz, a seventh-grad-

ian Street United Methodist Church, appeared in

er at Northview Middle School in Indianapolis and  March on the governor’s March on Disability Aware-

the son of the Rev. John and Tami Wantz of Merid-

ness Month posters (www.in.gov/gcpd).

Some days, the younger Wantz can’t

League.

sleep.

G ez

EVERYONE plays a part.

move the left side of his body. Other times,
he’s as active as any other 13-year-old, play-
ing sports in the Carmel Dads’ Club or Al-
lisonville Little League Challenger Baseball

Connor Wantz suffers from Alternating
Hemiplegia of Childhood, a rare neurological
disorder that’s been diagnosed in about 100
people in the United States, according to his
mom. It causes paralysis on the left side of Con-
nor’s body and seizures that are relieved by

“We don’t make a big deal of it,” his mom
recently told reporters. “He loves life.”

March was Disability Awareness Month,
and the Governor’s Council for People with

Disabilities theme was “Band together. Every-

one plays a part.” Pictured with Connor and

constantly by his side is his assistance dog

Amali.

In addition it demonstrates the
Church’s interest in their lives. |
see this as a wonderful method for
evangelism and a new pedagogy
for the church.

“To me, this is about reaching
our youth ‘where they are’ and be-
ing involved in their interests.
From there on, with God’s grace,
our example will be testimony to
our message and lead them to
Christ.”

Landon fully supports Walker’s
ministry and has counseled him in
the spiritual aspects of his recruit-

ment on-
line services.

Walker also
says he is working
with the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes
leaders in the state to
sponsor the Saturday morning
Coaches Clinic during the week-
end of the East/West All-Star Bas-
ketball Games this summer.

“The thought here is FCA will
be a witness to the coaches,” he
said. But he assures, “Our pro-
gram/project is not in any way a
part of the FCA. We are working
on being ‘teammates’ to present
the Gospel along with the FCA.
It is a great organization.”

About Coach Walker

that chance.”

Mike Walker, holds both B.S. and M.A. degrees from Ball
State University. He wore three hats while developing the phys-
ical education and athletic department of the four-year Clearwa-
ter Christian College in Clearwater, Fla. Besides being athletic
director and head of the physical education department, he
coached soccer, basketball and spring sports.

His high school coaching journey took him and his wife, Lin-
da, and their three children to Florida, California and then back
to Indiana, their home. Walker was a first team All-State player
on the Crawfordsville, Ind., basketball team that played in the
Final Four 1958 Championship Game.

In his own words, he says, “The reason | have a real passion
for helping high school players get into college is because, as
one of six kids growing up in Crawfordsville, my mom and dad
were great parents, but as far as education went, they both dropped
out of school in the eighth grade to go to work. My coaches were
the only people who encouraged me to dream that I could actual-
ly go to college. We also would like to present the Gospel to as
many unchurched kids as possible because, personally, | did not
attend church until I met my wife, Linda, in college. | am sure
there are thousands of kids out there who are in the same boat
that | was in. All they really need is a chance, whether that chance
is going to college or hearing the Gospel. We want to give them

Students will hone
leadership skills at

annual forum

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
(UMNS) — Student
Forum will not ex-
plode overnight, but
the chairwoman of the
denomination’s stu-
dent movement be-
lieves the event will
grow each year now that the an-
nual gathering is not limited to
conference delegations. And let-
ting more students explore and
hone their leadership skills is a
good thing, said Ana Kelsey-Pow-
ell, chairwoman of the United
Methodist Student Movement

steering committee.
The steering com-
mittee plans and orga-
nizes the annual gath-
ering, set for May 25-
28 at Adrian (Mich.)
College. The theme of
- the conference, which
is planned and organized by col-
lege students, is “True Disciples:
Learning to Fish.” The conference
will include leadership training,
spiritual formation and network-
ing. To learn more or to register
online, visit www.umsm.org/stu-

dentforum.
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New Liberian president

addresses U.S. Congress
WASHINGTON (UMNS) — Addressing a
joint session of the U.S. Congress, Liberi-
an President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf asked
for continued sup-
port as she vowed to
show the world “the
difference which
one woman with
abiding faith in God
can do.” An active
United Methodist,
Sirleaf is the fourth

African head of state
Sirleaf and the eighth wom-
an to address a joint meeting of Congress.
She referred to her faith several times dur-
ing her 35-minute speech on March 15. She
is scheduled to met at the White House
March 21 with President George W. Bush
and first lady Laura Bush — fellow United
Methodists. Mrs. Bush led the U.S. dele-
gation to the Liberian presidential inaugu-
ration Jan. 16, along with Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice.

Africa University, Clemson
work together on food

production

BLACKVILLE, S.C. (UMNS) — Africa
University in Zimbabwe and Clemson
(S.C.) Universi-
ty have joined
hands to help
small farmers in
the region im-
prove vegetable
production, pro-
tect the environ-
ment and fight
hunger in Afri-
ca. “The goal is to help the small farmers
increase yields of leafy greens, be good
stewards of the environment and produce
foods without excessive pesticide resi-
dues,” said Gloria McCutcheon, entomol-
ogist at Clemson’s Coastal Research and
Education Center at Charleston, S.C. The
partnership is teaching farmers how to
identify the families of insects that are im-
portant in biological control of plant pests.

Ethics course has students
reflecting on universal

themes
MUTARE, Zimbabwe (UMNS) —The Rev.
Rosetta E. Ross is focusing on Christian
ethics and values during her stint as a vis-
iting lecturer in the Faculty of Theology at
Africa University. She is at the university
from January to May while on sabbatical
from Spelman College in Atlanta. Her
Christian Ethics and Values class is one of
four core courses — the others are African
Studies, Communications Skills and Infor-
mation Technology —that every undergrad-
uate student must pass to receive a degree.
“One of the things that | would hope for
all my students is that they would think that
having a sense of integrity matters, even
though we live in a world where all kinds
of people do all kinds of things and they
get by, they get what they want,” Ross says.
Young person or group sought for Gen-
eral Conference address

Advance giving program
undergoes leadership

transition

EL PASO, Texas (UMNS) — The Rev.
William T. Carter is preparing for retire-
ment in June after 27 years as the top staff
member of the 60-year-old Advance for
Christ and His Church, the mission-giv-
ing program of the United Methodist
Church. Two other veteran staff members
retired in late February. “The church owes
enormous gratitude to Bill Carter for his
leadership of the Advance across almost
three decades,” said the Rev. R. Randy
Day, chief executive of the United Meth-
odist Board of Global Ministries, which
houses the Advance. Carter announced his
retirement at the March 9-11 meeting of
the Advance Committee, which oversees
the program.

United Methodist board
creates global education

fund

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) — The
United Methodist Church’s Board of
Higher Education and Ministry is creat-

ing a global fund that will help Method-
ist schools around the world develop lead-
ers and become more effective. The more
than 720 Methodist educational institu-
tions outside the United States are look-
ing to the agency and the denomination’s
University Senate for assistance in col-
laborative programs and peer review. The
board seeks to raise $3 million to $4 mil-
lion over the next three years for the Meth-
odist Global Education Fund to provide
technical support and scholarship aid to
those schools. The global education ini-
tiative was launched as an unfunded man-
date by the 2004 General Conference and
was designated as a World Service giv-
ing special of the denomination.

UMCOR responds to

Midwest tornadoes

NEW YORK (UMNS) — About 100 torna-
does touched down across the Midwestern
United States March 12, causing damage
across five states. At least 10 deaths were
attributed to the storms. The United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief is in contact with
the affected annual conferences, offering
assistance and emergency funding where
needed. Following the tornadoes, Tom Ha-
zelwood, director of UMCOR’s domestic
disaster response, contacted each disaster
response coordinator in the affected annu-
al conference to support them in their ef-
forts, ensure they have what they need to
respond to their communities, and to offer
assistance that can come in the form of fund-
ing and additional personnel. Donations to
the United Methodist relief effort can be
marked for “UMCOR Advance #901670,
Domestic Disaster Response,” and placed
in church offering plates or sent to UM-
COR, P.O. Box 9068, New York, N.Y.
10087-9068. Contributions also can be
made by phone at 800/554-8583.

Older adults face growing
threat of poverty, committee

warns

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) - Many
working men and women will retire after a
lifetime of service and come face to face
with the shocking reality that the pension

Volunteers boost spirits in Mississippi

they thought would support them for the
rest of their lives isn’t worth the paper it is
printed on. The United Methodist Commit-
tee on Older Adults is waving “a caution-
ary flag” before the church, asking that at-
tention be paid to actions that will increase
poverty among older Americans and their
families. Aresolution approved by the com-
mittee during its March 11-16 meeting urg-
es “widespread notice and study of the
threat to pension benefits throughout the
church.” The committee also approved a
resolution calling for the church to observe
an Older Adult Recognition Day, prefera-
bly during May, “to recognize and celebrate
the gifts, talents and contributions older
adults make within and beyond the local
church.”

People of faith pray for

peace in Iraq

WASHINGTON (UMNS) — Hundreds of
people of faith from Jewish, Catholic,
Protestant, Muslim and Sikh traditions
gathered March 13 on the west front lawn
of the U.S. Capitol to pray for peace and
justice in Iraqg. Led in prayers from the
many religious traditions represented,
participants expressed sorrow at the loss
of Iragi, American and U.S. Allies’ lives
and made a commitment to be a healing
presence in the world. “Our spirits are
uneasy. We yearn for the bombings to
stop, for the rhetoric to end, for people to
be able to move freely through the streets,
for the silencing of the tears,” said the
Rev. John McCullough, a United Meth-
odist and executive director for Church
World Service, during his devotional re-
flection at the prayer vigil.

Commentary: News stories

under-represent women
Women constitute 52 percent of the
world’s population, but they make up only
21 percent of people featured in the news.
The gender deficit in stories analyzed by a
Global Media Monitoring event is a call
for restoring women to their rightful place
in human interactions, writes Glory E.
Dharmaraj, executive secretary for justice
education for the Women’s Division, Unit-
ed Methodist Board of Global Ministries.

GULFPORT, Miss. (Disaster
News Network) — “This all has
touched my heart. I’ve gotten so
much out of it.”

Those are words from Ed
Blakeslee, director of Mississippi
United Methodist Hurricane Kat-
rina Response (MUMHKR).
Blakeslee is a native of southern
Mississippi — his own home was
damaged during the hurricane last
fall. He said he continues to re-
ceive strength through all those
who donate their money and time
to the recovery effort.

“The people that come here say
they get more out of it than us, but
that’s hard to imagine,” he said.
“This will all take a while, nobody
was prepared for this. This is my
home.”

Because it was home, respond-
ing to his neighbors in need was
natural for Blakeslee. A retired
power company worker, he re-

“We estimate that 60,000 people lost
homes or had major damage down here.”

— Ed Blakeslee

turned to the area to help with the
power restoration after evacuat-
ing. Then he started organizing
relief volunteers out of his own
church, Trinity United Methodist.

Since then, Blakeslee has
helped spearhead a huge response
from the United Methodist
Church. The response involves
coordinating volunteers, manag-
ing casework and organizing
home repairs.

\olunteers are busy repairing
homes around the region, with
more than 17,000 having donated
their time in the response since last
fall. Some even helped build
shower units for the hard-hit resi-

dents of Pearlington, Miss.

Blakeslee added that part of the
MUMHKR effort is reaching out
to populations that are not receiv-
ing as much help.

“We’re trying to reach out to
the Hispanic community with our
own Spanish speakers,” explained
Blakeslee. “Many Hispanics make
up our workforce and we want to
know how we can help them.”

The response is also directed at
children affected by the disaster.
“They’re traumatized by this.
They’ve lost their homes, their
toys. They may be displaced. So
we’re providing emotional sup-
port for them.”

Much of the support behind the
response comes from 30 Missis-
sippi churches, he noted. Many of
those churches house volunteers,
and so some of the work has been
installing showers in the churches
to make them more functional as
volunteer housing. Another move
is to build a Methodist volunteer
village. “We don’t want to burn out
our churches with the volunteer
housing, we don’t want to use up
their support,” said Blakeslee.

Part of that village idea is the
construction of a 2,000-square-foot
warehouse that would be used to
store relief supplies. Blakeslee said
the facility would be offered for use
to the local churches when the re-
sponse is done, but would instant-
ly become a disaster response co-
ordination site when another disas-
ter strikes — not that this response
is expected to end anytime soon.

“We estimate that 60,000 peo-

ple lost homes or had major dam-
age down here,” explained
Blakeslee.

The stories of hurricane survi-
vors and their plight touch
Blakeslee, who said he’s not afraid
to tear up when talking to people
or when recounting their stories.
“l spoke with one lady who had
water up to the eaves of her home,”
he said. “She has two kids and her
husband is in the Army serving in
Irag. She didn’t know what to do.
I told her, “We’ll have to gut your
house.” She told me that she had
no money, and | told her, ‘Don’t
worry, it’s free.” Well, then she
started crying and so did I.”

Blakeslee does not hesitate
when saying who deserves all the
credit thus far in the response.
“The heroes are the local church-
es. It’s all denominations and
faith groups. They’re doing the
work here.” (See page 3.)
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My life as a missionary

By Katharine Lehman
Walker

As women in The United
Methodist Church ob-

the path for my colleagues and me.

I have been privileged to serve
God in two countries other than
the United States, Antigua and
India.

serve and celebrate the
50th anniversary of
full clergy rights for
women in the Method-
ist tradition, we have
been remembering the
variety of influences
which have brought us
this far. The task for
today is to tell you
about my experiences
as an unofficial missionary and to
remember others who have blazed

_Booy, MiN

By Todd Outcalt

It happens every year when
the staff-parish committee re-
views the cost of our continu-
ally rising health in-
surance premiums:
Eyes widen, gasps go
up around the table
and inevitably some-
one asks, “How
much did you say?”
You’ve been there,
too. You’ve seen the
figures.

There was a time
when | used to think
that clergy were some of the
healthier people in society.

But no longer. The fact is,
as a group of United Method-
ist clergy in Indiana, we are
overall a very unhealthy group.
Only a small percentage of our
pastors go to the free health
screenings provided by the
South Indiana Conference.
Most don’t exercise. We work
long hours and take few breaks.

I’m guilty, too. There was a
time when | would go to the
gym every morning and lift
weights, do a half-hour on the
treadmill, eat right and sleep
soundly. But as I’ve gotten old-
er, I’ve forfeited many of my
earlier healthy disciplines. Al-
ready, through the first three
months of 2006, I’ve paid out
$2,500 in health related costs
(my portion) that our insurance
didn’t cover. Why? In part be-
cause | have neglected my own
health in exchange for the de-
mands of the church.

I don’t have to tell anyone
that most of us pastors work
long hours. We often carry the
weight of counseling people
through broken marriages, fi-

Walker

A healthy clergy?

Outcalt

| Upon graduation
from Indiana Universi-
ty, | went to Antigua,
in the Caribbean,
where | lived with a
Moravian missionary
family from Pennsyl-
vania. | taught school
at Sunnyside Tutorial
School. I was not offi-
cially connected to the
Mission Board (as it
was then called) of The United

ple, attend many meetings and
care for a wide array of institu-
tional needs. And, all of that,
in addition to trying to be at-
tentive spouses and parents.
Exhaustion sets in
and we just give up
on attending to our
own needs.

Will you join
me in making a
change? The fact
is, when we don’t
take care of our-
selves, we also are
hurting the church
and those we love.
When we don’t eat right, exer-
cise regularly or take vacation
and study leaves, we are essen-
tially saying, “The world and
the church can’t exist without
me. I’m the glue that holds ev-
erything together.”

I challenge my colleagues in
pastoral ministry to set a new
course. | know I need to do this!
I’ve set a goal to lose 20 pounds
by July, to get back to the gym,
to make sure | take my time off
and vacation days, even if some
folks in the church don’t like it.
Whenever there is a compli-
mentary health screening, I’'m
there. 1I’m taking walks with my
wife. I’m spending time with
my children. I’m getting some
fresh air. I’m going to strive to
make my health disciplines
equal to my spiritual disciplines.

But then, as John Wesley
once noted, perhaps this is just
another way of being con-
cerned for the whole person
and the body of Christ.

Todd Outcalt serves as se-
nior pastor of Calvary United
Methodist Church in Browns-
burg, Ind. This column can be
downloaded as a bulletin in-

The wonderful diversity of people | met
and the wide variety of tasks | was called to
do would inform and strengthen my skills in

ministry.

Methodist Church or other de-
nomination, but my relationship
with the Moravian pastor and
family gave me a similar reputa-
tion. My students were from
around the world, including the
children of those who were sta-
tioned on the US Navy Base.
They knew me as a Christian
teacher. | did not identify myself
at that time as a missionary, yet
as | reflect on my call to minis-
try, | can see its roots in my ex-
periences in Antigua.

In the winter of 1977-78, | was
re-evaluating my life and seeking
a direction for the future. The ear-
lier call from God was renewed,
and | prayed heartily about it. Just
as | decided that seminary would
be my next adventure, God’s de-
cision for me was different. |
learned that there was an opening
for a residence supervisor at a
school in India, so | applied and

was accepted for that work.

From 1978 until 1981, | was a
residence supervisor for high
school and junior high school
girls at Woodstock Christian In-
ternational School, in Mussoorie,
India. During the years in India,
my call into ministry was con-
firmed. | realized that God could
actually use women as well as
men in pastoral ministry.

The wonderful diversity of peo-
ple I met and the wide variety of
tasks | was called to do would in-
form and strengthen my skills in
ministry. | counseled girls who
were far away from their parents;
I loved the students through any
of the discipline that was en-
forced; I learned to listen careful-
ly between the words to hear what
a person was trying to communi-
cate; | discovered the wonder of
God’s creation in every culture,
language, and race.

I am not alone in the North In-
diana Conference as an ordained
Elder with missionary experience.
The Rev. Ellen Studley, the first
female Elder in the Conference,
was a missionary in China and a
very special friend to me. The Rev.
Susan Messenger was one whose
journey touched mine. Both of
these women offered me insight
into the expectations and joys of
being in fulltime ministry.

The ministry | have been priv-
ileged to participate in as part of
the North Indiana Conference has
been enriched, empowered and
emboldened by my experience,
unofficial as it was, as missionary
in other places and cultures.

The Rev. Katharine Lehman
Walker serves as pastor of the
Williamsport United Methodist
Church.

Historical Society recognizes
women clergy celebration

INDIANAPOLIS - Roberts Park
United Methodist Church, which
traces its history back to seven
members of a class organized by
William Cravens in 1821 (the first
religious congregation of any kind
in Indianapolis) and which host-
ed the General Conference in
1856, will host the annual meet-
ing of the Indiana United Meth-
odist Historical Society on Satur-
day, April 29. The meeting will be
a celebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the granting of full clergy
rights to women in the Methodist
tradition. Registration for this an-
nual meeting will be at 10 a.m.
In the morning session, the
Rev. Howard Boles, pastor of
Roberts Park UMC, a native Hoo-
sier, and holder of an M.A. degree
in church history from the Univer-
sity of lowa, will present a lecture
on the role of women in Method-
ist ministry, examining in depth
the effect of official ordination on

their status and their lives. Boles’
other degrees are from the Univer-
sity of Evansville and Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary. A clergywoman will aug-

Make checks payable to: IUMHS/
Annual Meeting.

For more information, call Phil
Williams at 317-787-7110 (home)

ment Boles’ presentation.

After lunch, the history of
Roberts Park UMC will be
presented in the sanctuary of
the church - a church which
is a scion of the first church
on what is today Monument
Circle (Wesley Chapel, built
in 1829) and which in subse-
quent moves of only a few
city blocks remained at the
city’s center.

A fee of $12 for members
of the Indiana United Meth-
odist Historical Society and
$15 for non-members will
cover both registration and
lunch. Registrations will be
accepted by Lois G. Shelton,
IUMHS Treasurer, 4189 Troy
Road, Washington, IN 47501.

or 317-615-2513 (business).
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nancial disasters, illness, death,
joblessness and a growing list
of needs that require us to raise
lots of money, visit lots of peo-

sert from www.inareaumc.org
by clicking on e-HUM logo in
left column,then click on
Downloads.
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Here is a list of the remaining
2006 United Methodist Special
Offering Sundays coming your
way. Remember, these important
offerings fund mission and min-
istries that depend solely on your
generosity.
¢ April 30 — Native American

Ministries Sunday, to recog-

nize the contributions of Na-

tive Americans to society, of-

fering funds, Native American

ministries, Urban Initiative

and Native American semi-

nary scholarships.

¢ June 11 — Peace with Justice
Sunday, to call the church to
action for peace with justice;
offering funds for conference
and General Board of Church
and Society peace with justice
ministries.

¢ Oct. 1 - World Communion
Sunday, to call the church to
be universal and inclusive; of-
fering funds for Crusade and
Ethnic Scholarships and Eth-
nic-In-Service Training.

¢ Nov. 26 — United Methodist

Student Day, to call the

church to support students as

they prepare for life in uniting

faith with knowledge; offering

funds for student scholarships

and loans.

Other optional offerings at
times determined by conferences
and congregations include: Chris-

== t:"‘ 4 '. ]

tian Education Sunday, Disability
Awareness Sunday, Golden Cross
(health and welfare) Sunday and
Rural Life Sunday. Option Sun-
days without offerings include: the
International Day of Prayer for the

ay Offerings support multitude of ministries

Prosecuted Church and Men’s
Ministry Sunday.

For more information and re-
source materials about Special
Offering Sundays, log on to
www.umcgiving.org.

Greenfield church
dedicates new chair lift

Faith United Methodist
Church in Greenfield dedicated
a new chair lift on Feb 28. Those
who have difficulty climbing
stairs now have a smooth ride to
and from the worship areas and
the fellowship hall. Pastor Marc

Photo courtesy of Faith UMC

Jerry Collier takes a ride as church
trustee Glenn Alldredge enjoys
seeing the new lift put to use.

Bundy said, “The stairs in our
building can no longer take away
from people’s worship experi-
ence or even prevent them from
coming to church altogether.
We’re very pleased with how
easy the lift is to use and with how
little space it takes up.” The lift
was purchased entirely from
funds given to the church in
memory of deceased members.

South Indiana Conference seeks

Associate Council Director

With the appointment of the Rev. David V.W. Owen to
serve as Executive Assistant to the Indiana Area Bishop,
the staff position of Director of Congregational Develop-
ment for the South Indiana Conference has been reconfig-
ured by the Conference Council on Ministries and the Con-
ference Executive Committee as an Associate Council Di-
rector position with a focus on church growth and church
development. After receiving recommendations about that
position from the CCOM, CG&E and the SIC Human Re-
sources Committee, Bishop Mike Coyner has confirmed
the Rev. Gary Schaar in this newly configured Associate
Council Director position.

The position now open on the South Indiana Confer-
ence staff is the Associate Council Director position previ-
ously held by Schaar. The job description and portfolio of
this position has included: Conflict management for local
churches, and also staffing these conference agencies and
groups: Board of Discipleship, Board of United Methodist
Men, Ethnic Local Church Concerns Committee, Commis-
sion on Religion and Race and the Committee on Native
American Ministries. It also has included work with Natu-
ral Church Development. The gifts of the candidate to this
position will be considered as responsibilities are shared.

Those interested in applying for this Associate Council
Director position should send a cover letter and resume to
Pat Shidler, chairperson, Conference Council on Ministries,
South Indiana Conference Center, 1520 South Liberty Drive,
Bloomington, IN 47403-5167 on or before Monday, April
17. Cover letters and resumes may be faxed to 812-336-0216.

Hoosier honored at Black Methodists

conference in Dallas

At the 39th Annual National Meeting of Black Meth-
odists for Church Renewal (BMCR) held March 22-25 in
Dallas, Texas, Delores H. Casey, a member of Forest
Manor United Methodist Church, became the second per-
son from the South Indiana Conference to receive the David
L. White Laity Award.

Each year the award is presented to both an outstand-
ing lay person and clergy person exemplifying a demon-
strated commitment to the advancement and involvement
of the laity within the church. Each recipient receives a
commemorative medallion, especially designed for this
program which symbolizes the set apart nature of those
who do truly superlative service on behalf of The United
Methodist Church.

This is the highest award give by National BMCR.

Avon UMC receives matching grant

for local media campaign

The Avon United Methodist Church in Avon, Ind. is
receiving a matching grant from The United Methodist
Church to launch a local advertising campaign designed
to reach out and welcome people into the church.

The local initiative accompanies a $1.7 million nation-
al advertising campaign which begins March 29 on 18
cable networks and continues through April 15. Anew tele-
vision commercial entitled “The Prayer” is the latest com-
ponent of The United Methodist Church’s “Open hearts.
Open minds. Open doors.” media campaign, and will air
for the first time during Lent.

APPOINTMENTS

The local campaign by Avon United Methodist Church
will include cable TV advertisements totaling $2,497 and
is expected to reach more than 30,000 viewers.

Flat Rock church damaged by high winds

The roof of the 58-member Flat Rock United Methodist
Church was blown off by high winds that crossed Indiana
on Friday evening, March 31. Flat Rock is a small rural town
40 miles southeast of Indianapolis. According to Rushville
District Superintendent Ida Easley, the roof damaged the
parsonage next door to the church. The house was pushed in
six inches on one side. Currently, the sanctuary looks to the
sky. Members removed pews and other furniture on Satur-
day. Damages are being assessed. No one was injured.

Wheeler church celebrates parsonage

mortgage burning

The Wheeler (Ind.) United Methodist Church, located
in the Calumet District near Valparaiso, celebrated Feb.
12 the retirement of a mortgage on its four-year-old par-
sonage, as members burned the mortgage with Pastor Gary
and Connie Allan and current Pastor David and Jackie Ban-
ning joining in the celebration.

This church, founded in 1833, has been worshipping
on the corner of Third and North Streets since 1872. The
current building was constructed in 1914. In 2001, the
church decided to build a new parsonage about two miles
from the church. The former parsonage, built with the
church, was razed to provide room for a parking lot. Ground
was broken in May 2002 and the parsonage, built primari-
ly by volunteers, was dedicated in November 2002.

Bishop Michael J. Coyner has
announced the following chang-
es within the Indiana Area. All
dates effective 2006 unless other-
wise noted. These appointments
are based on Cabinet reports re-
ceived by Indiana Area Commu-
nication during the month of
March 2006.

North Indiana Conference

Arnold, David from Huntington
Trinity, Huntington to Muncie
College Ave., Muncie, 6/16

Axel-Adams, Robin from Gas
City First, Marion to attend
school, 6/16

Ballinger, David L. from Fort
Wayne Trinity, Fort Wayne to
Huntington Trinity, Hunting-
ton, 6/16

Beeks, Brian from Osceola,

Michiana to Monticello,
Lafayette, 6/16

Davies, Douglas from Harlan,
Fort Wayne to Gas City First,
Marion, 6/16

Farrer, James from Muncie Col-
lege Ave., Muncie to Christ,
Lafayette, 6/16

Heller, Denise from no appoint-
ment to LaGrange First,
Michiana, 2/1

Hollandsworth, Judy L. from Oak
Grove, Muncie to no appoint-
ment, 1/8

LaSuer, Craig from Lafayette
Christ, Lafayette to Marion
District  Superintendent,
Marion, 6/16

Mikesell, Carolyn from no ap-
pointment to Jalapa, Marion, 2/
19

Overmeyer, David L. from War-

saw Trinity, Warsaw to North
Manchester, Huntington, 6/16

Retter, John R. from no appoint-
ment to Oak Grove, Muncie, 1/
29

Reynolds, Cindy from Director of
Ministries, North Indiana Con-
ference to District Superinten-
dent, Warsaw, 6/16

Siefert, Bobby Joe from no ap-
pointment to Emmanuel/
PawPaw, Kokomo, 1/1

South Indiana Conference

Alte, Cyndi D. from Memorial,
Terre Haute to Extension Min-
istry: Clarian Health, Program
Manager Health Ministries,
Terre Haute, 4/1

Beauchamp, Eugene T. from
Bloomfield Wesley Chapel and
Midway, Evansville to Mid-

way, Evansville, 7/1

Burton, Laurel A. from
Greencastle Gobin Memorial,
Terre Haute to retirement, 6/30

Garrett, Betty A. from Indianapo-
lis Aldersgate, Indianapolis
West to Fountain/Oak Grove,
New Albany, 4/1

Howell, Glenn B. from The Turn-
ing Pointe, Evansville to Dis-
trict Superintendent, Evans-
ville, 6/1

Hubbard, Gilbert H. from Tell
City, Evansville to
Jeffersonville: Wall Street,
New Albany, 7/1

Modlin, Mary Jane from Rushville
Wesley, Rushville to no ap-
pointment, 7/31/05

Owen, David V.W. from Director
of Congregational Develop-
ment, South Indiana Conference

to Bishop’s Executive Assistant,
Indiana Area Office, 7/1

Pressel, Richard W. from no ap-
pointment to Carbon, Terre
Haute, 2/1

Stewart, Roy E. from New Castle
Wiley, Rushville to no appoint-
ment, 6/31/05

Stewart, Roy E. from no appoint-
ment to Rushville Wesley,
Rushville, 8/1/05

Voelkel, Jane E. from
Jeffersonville: Wall Street,
New Albany to attend school,
7/1

Walker, Steven E. from Christ
Westfield, Indianapolis East to
The Turning Pointe, Evans-
ville, 6/1

Wesler, Mark D. from Richmond
First, Rushville to Westfield
Christ, Indianapolis East, 7/1
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Hagerstown volunteers pictured roofing are Lorna Peelle, Amanda Mc-
Connell, Ben Davis, and Jeff Blansett.

Hagerstown volunteers give week to help

residents of Slidell, La.

A volunteer in mission team
from the First UMC of Hager-
stown, Ind., spent a week partic-
ipating in a work camp at Slidell,
La., this January. Team members
were assigned to five work sta-
tions which included four hous-
es and a tree clearing crew. Af-
ter removing drywall, they
sprayed studs and sills with a
fungicide to prevent mildew
from reappearing. They also in-
stalled drywall, roofed and
cleaned debris from property.

Up to 35 volunteers with ties

DEATHS

DONALD D. ABBEY, retired pas-
tor (NIC), died March 23, 2006. A
memorial service was held on
March 26 at the Pineville Chapel
of McEwen Funeral Services in
Charlotte, N.C. Survivors include:
wife, Dorothy; and daughters, Car-
olyn Rearick and Donna
Glass. Condolences may be sent to
Dorothy Abbey, 7110 Graburn
Road, Charlotte, NC 28226 or on-
line condolences may be directed
to www.lifeunwrapped.com. Me-
morials may be made to the minis-
try of the Rev. Abbey’s grandchil-
dren: Life Unwrapped, c/o Dawn
& Daniel Glass, P. O. Box 471342,
Charlotte, NC 28247.

CHARLES WILLIAM (BILL)
ASKREN, retired pastor (SIC)
died March 20, 2006. A memorial
service was held March 24 at Be-
thany UMC in New Middletown,
Ind. Memorial contributions can go
to Hospice and Palliative Care of
Southern Indiana, 624 E. Market
St., New Albany, IN 47150.
PHYLLIS BUCKLEY, widow of
the late Rev. Bruce Allen Buckley
(SIC), died March 13, 2006. A me-
morial service was held March 17
at Avon United Methodist Church
with burial at Walnut Ridge Ceme-
tery in Jeffersonville, Ind. Survivors
include: Son, Mark Buckley, 295
Sycamore Ridge Court, Avon, IN
46123; daughter, Melissa Simic;
and 3 grandchildren. Memorial
contributions can be made to Avon
United Methodist Church, 6850 E.

get back on their feet
to Hagerstown worked in the re-
covery efforts.

Cynthia Rhoades, missions
chairperson, said the experience
opened their eyes to the fury of
nature and the hopelessness that
residents must feel. “Now the TV
news and stories in the papers are
much more meaningful, as we
watch the recovery process ....
which will take years,” she said.

First UMC also sent a work
team to Newburg, Ind., in Febru-
ary to assist with tornado recov-
ery there.

US 36, Avon, IN 46123.

CAROL BURRIS, wife of retired
pastor the Rev. Steve Burris (NIC),
died Feb. 6, 2006. A memorial ser-
vice was held Feb. 9 at the Simp-
son United Methodist Church, in
Fort Wayne, Ind. Survivors include:
Husband, Steve Burris, and six chil-
dren: Lisa, Mark, Susan, Paul (pas-
tor of South Whitley United Meth-
odist Church), Deborah and John;
12 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Condolences can be
sent to the Rev. Steve Burris, 22117
Maple Ct, Woodburn IN 46797-
9679. Memorials may be made to
“Matthew 25,” 413 East Jefferson
Boulevard, Fort Wayne IN 46802.
CHURCHILL COX, retired pas-
tor (NIC), died March 5, 2006. A
memorial service was held March
11, at New Life United Methodist
Church in Mexico, Ind. Survivors
include: Wife, Anne; daughters;
Kathy, Rebecca, Hannah and son;
Andrew. Condolences may be sent
to Anne Cox, 5415 N. Eel River
Rd., Peru, IN 46970. Memorials
can be directed to the Alzheimer’s
Association or the American Heart
Association.

RICHARD L. GIRTON, pastor of
the Otterbein United Methodist
Church at Atwood, Ind. (NIC) and
North Indiana Conference Secre-
tary, was found dead March 5, 2006.
A memorial service was held March
10, at the Russiaville United Meth-
odist Church in Russiaville, Ind.
Survivors include: Ason, Alan; and

Gift Planning Seminar

Who needs a gift plan?

People develop gift plans for a
variety of reasons. For many, the
prime objective is to leave a sig-
nificant gift to the church and/or
other charities that they love.

Each individual or family has
unique goals and objectives. Sev-
eral gift-planning tools can be uti-
lized to help meet these unique
goals and objectives. In addition
to meeting their objectives, gift-
planning tools can help them:
¢ Increase their income,
¢ Provide additional income for

a loved one,
¢ Reduce their current income

tax costs,
¢ Avoid or reduce the capital

gains tax on appreciated assets,
¢ Reduce estate administrative

expenses (probate costs),
¢ Reduce federal and state death
taxes,
¢ Create a family legacy and
¢ Provide financial support to
family, friends, their church
and other favorite charities.
Gift planning should achieve a
unique goals and objectives. Plan-
ning could result in several (or all)
of the above benefits. The bene-
fits listed are not a multiple-choice
list where you choose one. They
all can be accomplished in a sin-
gle plan. Encouraging the mem-
bers of your congregation to in-
cluding the church in their plans
is a good way of returning to God
a portion of the assets that He has
enabled them to accumulate dur-

ing their lifetime.

The Ft. Wayne District spon-
sored Gift Planning Seminar is on
Saturday, May 13, 2006, 8:30-
11:30 a.m. at Sonrise at Aboite
UMC. We are privileged to have
Royce Ruckman, Executive Di-
rector of the North Indiana Unit-
ed Methodist Foundation as our
leader for the seminar. Royce will
be available to answer questions
of general interest and to address
specific concerns individually.

Reservation deadline is May 3
and is required. The $15 fee will
cover refreshments, and binder
with related reference materials.
Reservation forms available online
at: www.niumf.org/images/PDF/
Dist.Seminar%20promos.pdf.

Faith, health professionals team for free
conference on gun violence, suicide

INDIANAPOLIS — According
to the Centers of Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the
American Red Cross, Indiana’s
suicide and gun deaths are high-
er than the national average.
Also, 60 percent of troubled
people turn first to their pastors
for help.

To assist pastors and congre-
gational leaders with counseling
and prevention programs, faith
and mental health leaders will
present an April conference in
Indianapolis about firearm vio-
lence and suicide prevention.

The Faith Communities Educa-

tion Project of the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness in India-
napolis is joining with the Indiana
Partnership for Prevention of Vi-
olent Injury and Death to offer a
conference for clergy and congre-
gational leaders related to mental
health awareness, prevention of
firearm violence and suicides.
The “Mending the Mind and
Soul” conference will be held
Tuesday, April 25 from 8:30
a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at Christian
Theological Seminary, 1000 W.
42nd St. Speakers scheduled are
the Rev. Kevin Armstrong, se-
nior pastor of North UMC;

Judge Barbara Collins; Dr.
Anantha Shekhar and panelists
including survivors of suicide,
mental health and suicide pre-
vention resource specialists.
Both clergy are invited in-
cluding: pastors, counselors,
parish nurses, Stephen Minis-
ters. Invite your colleagues in
ministry. The conference and
lunch are free but registration is
required due to limited seating.
For more information and
reservations, contact Joyce
Weidner at CTS 317-931-2399
or Lori Lovett at
llovett@iupui.edu.

a daughter, Kelly. Condolences
may be sent to Alan Girton, 404 S
Ohio St, Converse, IN 46919
MARIANNE GREEN, part-time
local pastor (SIC), died March 4,
2006. A memorial service was held
March 7 at Mount Zion UMC in
Brownstown with burial at the
church. Survivors include: Phyllis
Green, 416 Kelly Dr., Brownstown,
IN 47220; brothers Richard A.
Green and J. Patrick Green.

C. RICHARD HEATH, retired
Elder of South Indiana Conference
of Greenwood, died March 11,
2006. A memorial was held March
15 at the Singleton Community
Mortuary and Memorial Center in
Indianapolis, with burial at Round
Hill Cemetery. Survivors include:
Wife, Sue Heath, 295 Village Lane
#152, Greenwood, IN 46143;
daughters, Maryalis Brindley of
Augusta, Ky. and Didi Shepherd of
Naples Fla.; four grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren. Me-
morial gifts can be sent to Chris-
tian Ministry Fund Crew Staff,
24850 Old 41 Rd., Bonita Springs,
FL 34135-7087.

MABEL MOREHEAD KIS-
TLER, spouse of retired pastor the
Rev. Richard E. Kistler (NIC), died
March 15, 2006. A memorial ser-
vice was held March 18 in the
Amanda Reid Memorial Chapel at

Wesley Manor in Frankfort, with
burial in the Salem Church ceme-
tery, near Wilmot, Ind. Survivors
include: Husband, Richard; four
daughters, Cheryl Targgart of Chu-
rubusco, Lucinda Merrill of Russia-
ville, Nina Peery of Goshen, Ren-
ny Yeoman of Elkhart; and two
sons, Lanny Kistler of Goshen and
Leslie Kistler of Mishawaka. Me-
morial can be made to Wesley Man-
or, 1555 N. Main St., Frankfort, IN
46041 or to the North Indiana U.M.
Conference, P. O. Box 869, Mari-
on, IN 46952. Condolences may be
sent to the Rev. Richard E. Kistler,
1555 N. Main St., Frankfort, IN
46041-1167.

KATHLEEN KLOSTERMAN,
mother of the Rev. Susan Beckett
(NIC), died Sunday, April 2, 2006.
A prayer service was held on April
7 at the Miller-Long & Folk Funer-
al Home in St. Marys, Ohio fol-
lowed by a memorial service held
at the Holy Rosary Roman Catho-
lic Church in St. Marys, Ohio. Con-
dolences can be send to Rev. Beck-
ett at P.O. Box 214 Brook, IN
47922,

ANCILE F. OVERMYER, wid-
ow of the late Rev. C. Samuel Over-
myer (NIC), died March 17, 2006.
A memorial service was held March
21 at the Good Family Funeral
Home in Rochester, Ind., with buri-

al in the Bruce Lake Cemetery.
Survivors include: Three daugh-
ters, Martha Ann Frain of The Vil-
lages, Fla., Mary Ann Spranger of
Zionsville, Ind. and Marcia Parsons
of Goshen, Ind.; seven grandchil-
dren; and two brothers: Walter Linn
of Warsaw, Ind. and Wayne Linn of
Mexico, Ind. The Rev. Kenneth
Overmyer, retired, of Shipshewana
is a brother-in-law and the Rev.
David Overmyer, pastor of Warsaw
Trinity UMC, is a nephew. Condo-
lences may be sent to Marcia Par-
sons, 64321 Limberlost Dr., Gosh-
en, IN 46526. Memorials can be
made to the Oakwood Foundation,
702 E. Lake View Road, Syracuse,
IN 46567 or to the North Indiana
Conference, Outdoor Ministries,
P.O. Box 869, Marion, IN 46952.
THOMAS WEIGAND, pastor of
Richville UMC near Ligionier
(NIC), died March 13, 2006. A me-
morial service was held March 18
at Trinity United Methodist Church
in Elkhart, Ind. Memorials can be
given to the Juvenile Diabetics
Foundation, 2004 Ironwood Circle,
Suite 140, South Bend, IN 46635
or to Seminary Student Scholar-
ships, North Indiana Conference, P.
O. Box 869, Marion, IN 46952.
Condolences can be sent to Lois
Weigand, 51289 Channel Ct.,
Elkhart, IN 46514-9235.
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SOUTH INDIANA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

A Community
Of Women

IRPOSE

The organized unit of United
Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose
PURPOSE is to know God and
to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus
Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission
through participation in the
global ministries of the church.

For more information contact Vickie
Newkirk 317-861-1525,
bvnewkirk@iquest.net

North Central Jurisdiction United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission Presents

Rx ConneXion
Consultation VI

INDIANAPOLIS — MAY 5-7

Come and see what the excitement is
all about in Medical Missions!
The Rx ConneXion, medical mission arm of United Methodist leaders, highlights of recent trips and announcement of future

Volunteers in Mission of the North Central Jurisdiction, invites you trips. There will be something for everyone in this weekend
to the Sixth Annual Medical Mission Consultation to be held May 5- session of problem solving, learning new ways to be in medical

7 at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 100 W. 86th St. in mission, getting “insider information” on supplies and team

Indianapolis. logistics, learning from each other and sharing experiences and
Special guest will be Dr. Roger Boe, Consultant for United ideas. Whether you are an experienced volunteer or a newcomer

Methodist Fellowship of Health Care Volunteers (UMF/HCV), our to the medical mission field you will want to attend this event in

national medical mission group. Indianapolis. Come join in and make this valuable “ConneXion”
This gathering is designed for people interested in learning with one another.

about UMVIM Medical Mission Teams and about how to volunteer For more information and registration forms, log on to

locally. There will be informative workshops, time to visit with team www.gbgm-ume.org/northcentralvim/rxconnexion.html.

Or call Lorna Jost, NCJ VIM Administrator, at 605-692-3390.

North Indiana Conference i United Methodist Church i Post Office Box 869 i 1105 North Western Avenue
Marion, Indiana 46952 w+ Web address: www.nicumc.org T e-mail address: info@nicumc.org i 800-783-5138




