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B
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N
ow

 that C
hristm

as is com
plete and all of the

tinsel has been rem
oved and deposited into the

landfill, w
e enter this odd season of E

piphany – a
brief affair focusing on C

hrist’s revelation to the
w

orld. F
or som

e reason, I’ve alw
ays preferred

M
atthew

’s account of the m
agi to L

uke’s account,
w

hich is centered in angel, announcem
ent and hum

-
ble birth. I have alw

ays found M
atthew

’s G
ospel

to be m
uch richer in preachable and teachable in-

sights – especially as w
e consider the tensions of our w

orld and of our
tim

e.
Take, for exam

ple, the disparity of the tw
o w

orlds and the tw
o re-

sponses w
e find in M

atthew
’s gospel.

O
n the one hand w

e encounter a king by the nam
e of H

erod. H
erod’s

response to C
hrist is m

ore typical of life as w
e live it. H

erod w
as self-

centered, anxious, and in short, consum
ed by fear. H

is fear of losing his
pow

er, prestige or position led to corruption and bloodshed. H
e lied,

coerced, and cajoled in order to keep his position and save face. H
is

response to C
hrist w

as not so m
uch a response to G

od as a response to
the idea of sharing in the w

ork of G
od – a w

ork that H
erod w

as unw
ill-

ing to assum
e. C

ertainly w
e see this scenario played out tim

e and again
today in every nation, governm

ent and position of pow
er. F

ear causes
us to lose our center of gravity, to stum

ble into darkness, to protect and
defend w

hat w
e believe is m

ost im
portant to us: nam

ely, ourselves or

Signing up is sim
ple

1.
V
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 the tabs,

click on "S
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H
U
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."

2.
C

heck the box beside lists
you w

ould like to receive.
3.

F
ill in the boxes and click

the Subm
it button. (T

he se-
curity code is the charac-
ters in the box below

 the
e-m

ail address box.)

W
e can

 relieve o
u

r ten
sio

n
s, o

u
r fears, o
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id

atio
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g
 in

 h
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G
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n interests.

B
ut on the other hand, w

e have the m
agi – these m

ysterious gentiles
from

 the F
ar E

ast. W
hat w

as their response to C
hrist? W

ell, they w
ere

w
illing to m

ove w
ith G

od, even though they didn’t have all the answ
ers

or fully com
prehend the w

ay. T
hey traveled by faith – though their faith

w
as w

eak, not clearly-defined and seeker-oriented. T
hey w

ere w
illing

to ask for directions and had to w
ork w

ith others. A
nd their ultim

ate
response to C

hrist w
as one of extravagant generosity.

I w
onder, now

 that C
hristm

as has com
e and gone, and a new

 year
and decade is upon us, w

hat w
ill our response be to C

hrist? W
ill 2010

be a year dictated by m
ore fear and trepidation? O

r w
ill 2010 be a year

of faith, com
m

itm
ent and generosity tow

ard the w
ork of G

od?
A

s w
e enter a new

 year and decade – w
ith all of our fears about the

econom
y, the w

orld at w
ar, the future – I have to believe that there is a

m
essage in the m

agi. W
e can relieve our tensions, our fears, our trepi-

dations by m
oving in harm

ony w
ith

G
od, by practicing generosity and

being attentive to the m
ovem

ents
of G

od’s grace.
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