UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS

Office of Ecumenical and Interfaith Programs

The mission of the Office of Ecumenical and Interfaith Programs at the University of Indianapolis is to nourish
opportunities on our campus for spiritual and religious growth and formation for students, faculty and staff.
Recognizing the plurality of voices (religious and non-religious) on the campus, the EIP Office seeks to create
space(s) for individuals and groups to give and receive hospitality to one another. This is accomplished through
pastoral encounters with the Chaplains, on-campus worship available for all Christians and for those of other
religious traditions, the Lantz Center for Christian Vocation, as well as other programmatic initiatives.

Threshold Freshman Retreat — With direct and immediate attention to Christian formation and community
building, Threshold is a weekend retreat experience that happens in August before the start of the first semester,
and is designed to help incoming university students know the ways on our campus that they can grow in their
Christian faith and get connected to a Christian community at UINDY.

Pastoral Care and Counseling — The two Ulndy University Chaplains spend time with students, faculty and
staff in pastoral settings, both formal and informal, helping with matters involving the spiritual, emotional, and
other needs of the persons who are involved.

Worship Opportunities — Our worship life includes Taizé, Praise &Worship, Chapel ‘Prayer Break,’
Community Communion Service, and special services. Throughout the academic year, our various worship
opportunities are intended to facilitate a growing and transformative relationship with God in the context of the
supportive community of fellow Christians.

UMYL Scholars’ Programming — Covenant Discipleship Groups, special gatherings, Christian VVocation
courses, and service opportunities are part of our UMYL Scholars” programming. The UMYL Scholars’
programming aims to give these United Methodist scholarship recipients relationships with fellow UMC
students, develop patterns of spiritual discipline that upholds them in their lives while at UINDY, allows them
to serve others and have fellowship with one another while deepening their UMC identity. The programming
surrounding the UMYL Scholars occurs throughout the academic year.

Chapel Steward Mentoring — This mentoring includes supervision, support, and book study with key student
leaders. The Chaplains work with students who have exhibited leadership potential and Christian commitment,
in order to allow them to become more competent and confident as leaders, to gain skills in interpersonal
relationships, and to gain proficiency in envisioning and implementing holistic Christian programming for our
campus. This is an on-going dimension of our campus ministry during the academic year.

The Vocation Expedition Men’s Mentoring Program — Developing strong connections among Christian men
is the core purpose of this program. This mentoring program identified Christian students who helped envision
and implement programming to strengthen male involvement in formative, service, worship and fellowship
opportunities on campus, and who mentored first-year students throughout the academic year.

Faculty-Staff Christian Mentor Program — This Spiritual Mentoring Program is intended to provide spiritual
mentors who are trained to enable deepening relationships for Christian VVocations students while they are at
UINDY. This mentoring takes place principally during the academic year.

Called to United Knowledge & Vital Piety symposium “exploring Indiana’s places of Christian higher
education in the Wesleyan & Holiness traditions” (March 27-28, 2009) — This symposium brought some



fourteen scholars together to present papers, responses and interaction to help guide the audience through the
various ways that Christian education in the Wesleyan tradition has been established in the state of Indiana.

The University of Indianapolis:
Education for Service

On the previous page, you have been given an overview of some of the dynamic Christian programming and
opportunities that have been available to our students over the course of the 2008-09 academic year. But there
is so much more to the story than those brief summaries. We hope and pray that your congregation will make
the good work of our university known to the youth of your congregation and their families, and we always
welcome you to come and visit your United Methodist-related university on the south side of Indianapolis.

When you do come and see us, you will see a university on the go and making a difference for our students,
our community and our world. We strive for excellence in all facets of our work with our students — in the
classroom and in the many co-curricular activities in which they are involved, as well. Please do check out our
website, www.uindy.edu, to see the incredible ways that we engage students in their lives and in the preparation
for their future.

As you read about our efforts to be in ministry with students, encouraging them to nurture their faith while at
our university and to sharpen their awareness of God’s call for their lives, we hope that you will look at our
campus ministry’s website, http://eip.uindy.edu in order to see the many ways that our Office of Ecumenical
and Interfaith Programs seeks to be with students in their journey of integration and maturity in faith while at
Ulindy.

The curricular and out-of-the-classroom experiences that our Lantz Center for Christian VVocations and
Formation provide our students a place and a space for vocational exploration, growth in the understanding and
practices that lead to a deepening spirituality, and chances to serve others in Christ’s name. In the context of a
community of fellow Christians, and mentored by our two university chaplains, these students are invited to
envision and respond to way God is leading them into their future. Find more on our CVOC programming at
http://vocations.uindy.edu/courses.php for more on this.

There are exciting happenings on campus that you cannot help but see when you come visit us. This
January, we opened our newest addition to the Schwitzer Student Center that includes new, large spaces for us
to have university events as well as to host off-campus events. This is alongside some significant updating and
redesign of other parts of our student center, including our dining center. This fall, our newest residence hall,
East Hall, will be filled with students who will have top-notch housing in an individualized, suite-style format.
All these additions to our physical plant will enhance our students’ experience while at UIndy.

Our Office of Admissions stands ready to be of service to you as you help your students approach the
important decisions regarding their college/university choice. Please contact the Office of Admissions if you
have any questions or comments about the university, or to let us know about prospective students. You can
reach us at 317-788-3216 or 800-232-8634, or email admissions@uindy.edu. At http://www.uindy.edu you can
access an online application for admission to the University of Indianapolis.

We are grateful for our connection to, and involvement with, the Indiana Conference of the United
Methodist Church. As the new conference unites together, we want you to know that your church-related
university in Indianapolis is an active and vital partner in preparing young people for service in the churches
and communities of Indiana and the world.

President Beverley Pitts
University of Indianapolis
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