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January 2010

H
oosier U

nited M
ethodist N

E
W

S is designed for use w
ith church new

sletters or
w

orship bulletins, bringing new
s of the U

nited M
ethodist state and w

orld “connec-
tion” hom

e to congregations. It is a free service of Indiana U
nited M

ethodist C
om

m
u-

nications, w
w

w
.inum

c.org. W
e w

elcom
e your com

m
ents and questions via e-m

ail:
editor@

inum
c.org. D

aniel R
. G

angler, editor

N
ew

 conference center opens for service

Indiana B
ishop M

ike Coyner (far left) w
elcom

ed and led the entire Indiana Conference
Center Staff in a m

orning orientation session as they cam
e together on M

onday, Jan. 4
.

IN
D

IA
N

A
P

O
L

IS
 – Indiana B

ishop M
ike C

oyner w
elcom

ed the 32 m
em

bers
of the new

 Indiana C
onference C

enter staff on M
onday, Jan. 4 during a one-

day orientation session for all center em
ployees.

T
his w

as the very first day of conference em
ploym

ent for five of the staff
m

em
bers. O

ther staff m
em

bers either continued in their previous positions or
have com

e onboard as conference em
ployees since the form

er Indiana A
rea

staff m
oved into the third-floor suite in late-O

ctober at 301 Pennsylvania Park-
w

ay on the south edge of C
arm

el.
T

he office w
as open for service on T

uesday, Jan. 5.
A

t the sam
e tim

e, nine of the ten new
 Indiana C

onference D
istrict C

enters
opened for service across Indiana from

 L
aporte to E

vansville. T
he new

 S
outh-

east D
istrict C

enter in C
olum

bus opened tem
porarily at F

irst U
nited M

ethod-
ist C

hurch in C
olum

bus instead of its intended U
nited W

ay location. A
 m

as-
sive fire gutted the U

nited W
ay of B

artholom
ew

 C
ounty building on C

hrist-
m

as E
ve and C

hristm
as day, w

hich housed 37 not-for-profit and governm
ent-

related agencies including the S
outheast D

istrict C
enter.

In his opening rem
arks, C

oyner rem
inded all staff m

em
bers that the m

is-
sion of the Indiana C

onference is “m
aking disciples of Jesus C

hrist for the
transform

ation of the w
orld.” H

e told staff m
em

bers that he and they, form
 the

new
 conference by:

♦
L

iving like a disciple of Jesus by follow
ing the T

hree S
im

ple R
ules;

4

archives and history; institutional table;
annual conference sessions; nom

ina-
tions; rules and structure; U

nited M
eth-

odist M
en; U

nited M
ethodist W

om
en;

and the board of laity.
F

o
r 

m
o

re 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

, 
v

isit
w

w
w

.inum
c.org and click on C

ongre-
gational M

inistries or call the confer-
ence center to talk w

ith one of the di-
rectors at 317-924-1321.

C
h

u
rch

 D
evelopm

en
t

D
irector of C

hurch D
evelopm

ent
M

ark G
ough said his team

s’ m
arch-

ing order is “To m
ake disciples of

Jesus C
hrist for the transform

ation of
the w

orld.”
H

e outlined tw
o goal areas of em

pha-
sis his team

 of associates w
ould be join-

ing him
 in accom

plishing – new
 faith com

-
m

unities and church revitalization.
N

ew
 faith com

m
unities w

ill include
establishing: tw

o new
 congregations, five

new
 off-site congregations or second cam

-
puses, 50 new

 w
orship services, four re-

locations to im
prove the outreach and

m
inistry of these congregations and four

vital m
ergers that w

ould result in stronger
congregations than the efforts of individ-
ual congregations.

R
ethink cam

pus
m

inistry: Shaping
futures together

If you w
ere asked if you thought the

spiritual and leadership developm
ent of

today’s college students w
ere im

portant,
considering that these students w

ill be
our church and com

m
unity leaders of

tom
orrow

, you w
ould probably say,

“Y
es!” If you w

ere asked if you w
ould

be w
illing to help m

ake sure a young
college student felt w

elcom
ed and ac-

cepted aw
ay from

 hom
e for the first

tim
e, you w

ould probably say, “Y
es!”

If you w
ere asked if you w

anted to

change a life for the better by sharing
the love of C

hrist, you w
ould probably

say, “Y
es!” N

ow
, im

agine w
ith your

support of cam
pus m

inistry, all these
things happen every day!

A
s the new

 Indiana C
onference has

becom
e a living reality, w

e have un-
dergone a shift in how

 w
e support and

connect to m
inistries beyond congre-

gations.
C

am
pus m

inistry is a m
ission field.

O
n cam

puses today w
e are shaping

and guiding our future leaders, the
future pastors of your churches and
your future civic leaders. W

e have fan-
tastic m

inistries in eight com
m

unities
on eleven college cam

puses in Indi-
ana that are m

aking disciples of Jesus
C

hrist for the transform
ation of the

w
orld and these are your m

inistries.
T

hey exist w
ith your support, not just

financially, but in your prayers and in
m

aking connections w
ith students

from
 your congregations.

Today, w
e ask our congregations

to engage in the m
ission fields of our

college cam
puses, to invest not only

just in our college students today but
also in the future of our church. W

e
hope that you w

ill support both the
F

ebruary offering and perhaps m
ore

im
portantly, w

ill invest in ongoing re-
lationships w

ith our cam
pus m

inis-
tries.F

or m
ore inform

ation on cam
pus

m
in

istry
 

in
 

In
d

ian
a, 

v
isit

w
w

w
.inum

c.org/cam
pusm

inistry.
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♦
C

reating a staff environm
ent based

upon healthy C
hristian spirituality;

♦
O

ffering to everyone w
ho calls or

w
ho com

es into this C
onference

C
enter a spirit of hospitality and

helpfulness;
♦

K
eeping in m

ind our m
ission of

m
aking disciples.

T
he address of the Indiana C

onfer-
ence C

enter is 301 Pennsylvania Park-
w

ay, S
uite 300, Indianapolis, Indiana

46280. T
he phone num

ber is 317-924-
1321. D

etailed inform
ation about the

C
onference C

enter staff is available
o

n
 th

e co
n

feren
ce W

eb
 site at

w
w

w
.inum

c.org.

R
ural C

onverse church
harnesses w

ind to
generate electricity
C

O
N

V
E

R
S

E
, Ind. – W

hen the w
ind

blow
s hard across the open spaces of

central Indiana, roof shingles fly,
backyard sheds blow

 into nearby
fields and in the w

inter m
onths, w

ater
pipes freeze and burst open.

“W
e ought to m

ake use of that
w

ind,” thought G
eorge K

ilm
er. H

e’s
a m

em
ber of R

ichland C
hapel U

nited
M

ethodist C
hurch northeast of C

on-
verse, Ind., in the m

iddle of the state
w

here the land is flat and the w
ind

blow
s constantly.

T
he dream

 of harnessing that w
ind

to drive an electric-generating turbine
at church cam

e to K
ilm

er a couple of
years ago. H

e heard his N
ebraska in-

law
s talk about saving 60 percent on

electric bills after they had built a 100-
foot-high turbine on their farm

. K
ilm

-
er said if a turbine w

as good enough
for a farm

, it w
ould be good enough

for his open-country church.
H

is dream
 w

as fulfilled D
ec. 12

w
hen this open-country church turned

on its recently installed 30-foot high
and four-feet w

ide W
indspire turbine

generator. It has blades w
hich look

som
ething like a giant kitchen-m

ixer
beater. T

he m
anufacturer prom

ises the
1200 w

att unit w
ill generate 2,000

kilow
att hours of electricity a year

w
ith only a 12 m

ile-per-hour w
ind. It’s

alm
ost virtually silent and the w

ind in
central Indiana usually blow

s m
uch

faster than 12 m
ph.

T
he W

indspire is m
ade by M

ariah
P

ow
er (w

w
w

.m
ariahpow

er.com
) of

R
eno, N

ev., m
anufactured by M

as-
T

ech M
anufacturing in M

anistee,
M

ich., and distributed in Indiana by
N

orthw
est G

eotherm
al of D

eM
otte,

Ind. It only took the church one m
onth

from
 the tim

e it ordered the unit to the
tim

e it w
as delivered for installation.

R
ecycling and saving energy has

becom
e a part of life at R

ichland
C

hapel. T
he church recycles every-

thing from
 paper to plastic and is for-

tunate to have tw
o com

m
unity recy-

cling sites close to its building.

H
ealth M

inistry
w

orkshops to be held
in Fort W

ayne
T

he Indiana C
onference and C

om
-

m
unity H

ealth N
etw

ork are partner-
ing to prom

ote health m
inistry and

S
tanding in front of R

ichland Chapel’s
new

ly acquired electrical-generator tur-
bine are (left-to-right) Tom

 and Pauline
Kratzer, G

eorge Kilm
er, Earl B

row
n and

Pastor Carolyn M
ikesell.
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parish nursing across Indiana. A
s a

result of a recent U
M

C
O

R
 grant, w

e
are pleased to offer a health m

inistry
w

orkshop for the N
ortheast and E

ast
D

istricts.
T

his class is open to all parishio-
ners and pastors w

ho are interested in
including health m

inistry as a part of
your church m

ission outreach. Take
this opportunity to send several inter-
ested m

em
bers.

T
he w

orkshops w
ill be held F

eb. 4
and 5, from

 8:30 a.m
. to 3:30 p.m

., at
C

ovenant U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch,

1001 C
oldw

ater R
oad in F

ort W
ayne,

Ind. 46825 (w
w

w
.covenantum

c.net).
A

 continental breakfast and lunch w
ill

be included. A
ttendees w

ill need to
com

m
it to both days. C

ost is $10 per
person and needs to be included w

ith
the initial registration form

. C
hecks

need to be m
ade payable to C

om
m

u-
nity H

ealth N
etw

ork. T
he deadline for

registration is Jan. 21.
M

ail to  S
herry M

cIntyre, H
ealth

M
inistries/Parish N

ursing, C
om

m
uni-

ty H
ealth N

etw
ork, 1500 N

. R
itter,

B
ldg. #4, Indianapolis, IN

 46219.

Partnering key to new
direction in conference
m

in
istries

Partnering is key to the Indiana C
on-

ference’s role in relating to its ten new
 dis-

tricts and m
ore than 1,200 congregations,

according to conference leaders.
N

orth D
istrict Superintendent C

in-
dy R

eynolds, chairperson of Indiana’s
10-district cabinet, said that the new
conference w

ill be living out the phi-
losophy set forth in the Im

agine Indi-
ana planning that led to the creation
of the new

 conference.
“W

e need to stay purpose driven,
live out horizontal initiatives serving

and w
orking side-by-side as partners in

leadership developm
ent, planning and

im
plem

entation of conference goals,”
R

eynolds said during the first m
eeting

of the new
 cabinet w

ith directors and
associate directors, “M

inistry is not top
dow

n but in the m
inistry clusters.”

D
uring a tw

o-hour session D
ec. 10

w
ith C

onnectional M
inistries and C

on-
gregational D

evelopm
ent areas, direc-

tors and associate directors explained
the em

phasis of their areas and w
hat

their m
inistries w

ould be focusing on
as the new

 conference serves congre-
gations across Indiana. T

hey m
et w

ith
B

ishop M
ike C

oyner and nine of the
ten conference superintendents. N

orth
C

entral D
istrict Superintendent Frank

B
eard w

as on professional leave and
not present at this m

eeting.

C
on

n
ection

al M
in

istries
D

irector of C
onnectional M

inis-
tries, Jim

 B
ushfield, outlined m

ajor ar-
eas his team

 w
ould be w

orking w
ith

as they begin.
C

ollectively, C
onnectional M

inis-
tries includes the areas of discipleship;
m

issions and advocacy; youth, young
adult and cam

pus m
inistries; clergy ser-

vices; cam
ping; m

edia resource center;
diversity training and safe sanctuary;

Cabinet chair Cindy Reynolds discusses
strategies w

ith A
ssociate D

irector of
Church D

evelopm
ent Ed Fensterm

acher
during the first m

eeting betw
een the In-

diana Cabinet and Indiana Conference
staff m

em
bers.


