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and God’s Blessings 

 

After a long snow-covered winter, 
we are now being abundantly bap-
tized with the waters from Heaven 
for our spring of new beginnings. 
With the drought last fall and the 
abundance of water this spring, let’s 
pray that it will all balance out.  Let’s 
all pray for all the people who are 
affected by the floods here in Indiana 
and surrounding states.  We need to 
remember to keep the Midwest Mis-
sion Distributions Center supplied 
with all the items they need for the 
Clean-up Buckets and Health Kits 
for all the disasters of floods, torna-
does, and earthquakes here and 
around the world.  
 
Our Spring District Meeting at Ar-
lington was wonderful. We collected 
approximately 100 Health Kits, and 
one big box of assorted items of 
soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
combs, clippers, and Band-Aids. We 
also collected some baby layette 
items, large bath towels, 47 wash 
cloths, and 17 hand towels. I will be 
taking all these items, plus 40 more 
Health Kits from the Central District, 
to the Distribution Center on May 
24th. I can’t wait to go.  This will be 
my first visit, and I will be there for 
three days learning and helping in 
any way I can.  
 
The wonderful ladies of the West 
also brought in 17 boxes of pow-
dered milk for the Kissy Nutrition 
Clinic in Serra Leone, Africa, and 
224 colorful T-shirts and 31 pairs of 

flip-flops for the children in Africa.  I 
will take these to UMC Annual Con-
ference in June for the Operation 
Classroom truck. Ladies, you did a 
great job of service to help those in 
need. God bless you all. 
 
At our Spring District meeting we 
announced that we are going to have 
our first “Women of the West Family 
Picnic” - yes, husbands and children 
too. We ask everyone to bring 
canned goods, paper products, or gift 
certificates to food stores - all this is 
to benefit the 14th & Chestnut Food 
Pantry in Terre Haute.  It will be Au-
gust 27th at the Forest Park in Brazil, 
Indiana. So, mark your calendars and  
bring a covered dish and a dessert to 
share. Everyone is to wear a cowgirl 
hat decorated as you choose; there 
will be a prize for best hat decora-
tion. If you sing or play an instru-
ment, please bring it. There will be 
games and prizes too.  There is a 
flyer in the Agape newsletter.  Tear it 
out and put it on your bulletin board 
at church. We want to encourage lots 
of fellowship and new friendships in 
the United Methodist Women of the 
West. Be watching your e-mails for 
more information to follow. 
       

      (cont’d on page 2) 

WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

PURPOSE of United                           

Methodist Women   

The United Methodist 

Women shall be a community of 

women whose PURPOSE is to know 

God and to experience freedom as 

whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive fellow-

ship;  and to expand concepts of mis-

sion through the participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 



 

 

FROM THE DESKTOP OF . . . THE VICE-PRESIDENT  

Just some reminders of events com-
ing up: UMW Dinner at Annual 
Conference, June 9th at 5:00 p.m. in 
Muncie, Indiana, and also the 
School of Christian Mission 
(SOCM), July 26-29th  during the 
week and July 30th for the one day 
Sampler on Saturday.  It will be at 
DePauw University in Greencastle, 
Indiana.  The studies for this year 
will be “Haiti” as the  geographic 
study, “Joy to the World: Mission 
in the Age of Global Christianity” 
as the  social issue study and 
“Coming out on the Side of Grace: 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation” as 
the spiritual growth study.  The 

hands-on-mission items to bring to 
the SOCM are new small stuffed 
toys, packaged NEW modest-style 
underwire and socks for all ages of 
girls, boys and ladies (only new, 

packaged items, please). Also be-
ing collected are pillowcase dresses 
for Haitian girls. You can find the 
pattern at http:www.jenleheny.com/
pillowcase-dress-instructions and 
another pattern on page 15 of this 
newsletter.  We will also be collect-
ing these same items at our Fall An-
nual UMW Celebration, October 14
-15 at Old Bethel UMC, in Indian-
apolis, so that should give us plenty 
of time to get these items together.  

                                                                        
I have been visiting Units again, 
and having a wonderful time meet-
ing new/old friends and learning 
what you are doing in your units to 
serve the UMW Purpose in Mis-
sion.  I have visited 9 Units so-far, 
have 28 to go. Please give me a call 
or e-mail so I can get you scheduled 
for a visit. Just a regular meeting is 
fine with me. 
 
Blessings, 
Nancy Barnett, President 
West District UMW 
765-522-1464 
nbarnett@tds.net        

WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT CONT’D 

Doesn’t the sun look good?  Just 
makes you want to smile and praise 
the Lord!  I also want to praise the 
Lord for a wonderful Spring Gath-
ering.  Arlington Ladies, you did a 
magnificent  job of hosting.  The 
lunch and decorations were won-
derful as well as your warm hospi-
tality. 
 
Our speaker, Rosa Bernard, brought 
us an eye-opening program.  We all 
need to be alert to our surroundings 
as human trafficking could be a lot 
closer than you think.  Thank you, 
Rosa, for helping us become more 
aware of this horrible problem. 
 
To all of you who brought items for 
our hands-on projects, THANK 
YOU!  The powdered milk, T-
shirts, and flip flops are still a prior-
ity with all the natural disasters the 
world has been going through, and 
the health kits are truly appreciated. 
 
We had an Executive meeting at the 

end of March at Shelburn and you 
ladies were wonderful.  The copy 
paper you donated has been a bless-
ing. 
 
I want all of our local units to work 
hard to collect food pantry items for 
14th and Chestnut located in Terre 
Haute.  This facility serves many 
children year-round and has a pro-
gram for moms too! 
 
Our picnic August 27th in Brazil, at 
Forest Park, will be an exciting and 
fun event with a western theme.  
So, grab your hat, start collecting 
now and let’s show 14th and Chest-
nut  just what the Women of the 
West can do!! 
 
As a follow up our Fall Gathering, 
September 24th, we will carry over 
with the western theme and our 
hands-on project will continue with 
items for 14th and Chestnut.  A visit 
to their facility is also being 
planned. 

Don’t forget about School of Chris-
tian Mission at DePauw. 
Weekday July 26-29                   
   ****Deadline June 25th. 
Saturday Sampler Day July 30   
   ****Deadline July 2nd. 
A registration form is included in 
this newsletter on pages 7-10. 
 
As Vice President, keep your unit 
informed of upcoming dates and 
encourage participation 
in all functions.  Together we can 
do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us.  Philippians 4:13. 
 
 
Peace and Prayers, 
Judy Foulke, Vice President 
5541 S CR 25 E  Cloverdale IN 
46120 
765-655-2300 
Jkfoul63@hotmail.com 
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WOMEN OF WEST DISTRICT 

 
FUN FAMILY PICNIC 

(HUSBANDS & KIDS TOO) 

SAT.  AUG. 27, 2011 

10:30 a.m. till??? 

FOREST PARK 

BRAZIL, INDIANA 
 

EVERY UNIT IS TO COLLECT  CANNED FOOD ITEMS AND 

BRING TO THE PICNIC 

TO BENIFIT                                                                                                   

   14
TH

 AND CHESTNUT FOOD PANTRY  

TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 
 

THIS WILL BE A GREAT TIME OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
 BRING A COVERED DISH & DESSERT TO SHARE 

 

BRING CARDS, CHECKERS, BOARD GAMES  

CONTEST FOR BEST DECORATED COWGIRL HAT  
& 

WE WILL HAVE A DRAWING FOR OTHER PRIZES 
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 Happy Spring Everyone!  It’s 
been a long winter, so now it’s time 
for some good weather.  I’m wait-
ing for the “lake” in my backyard to 
soak into the ground.  The grass 
keeps growing but we can’t walk 
on it let alone mow it.   
 Well, we have had a busy year. 
Now it’s time to take a little time 
off until our School of Christian 
Mission. The school will be right in 
my town of Greencastle.  If you 
haven’t been here before, we do 
have a beautiful campus.  I also 
hope that some of you will take the 
time to tour our church – Gobin 
Memorial U.M.C.   It’s a beautiful 
church with some fantastic stained 
glass windows, and we are right on 
campus so you can’t miss us.  If 
you’re looking for something to do 
in the evening, we’ll be having our 
“fantastic” County Fair that week, 
also.  It’s only about a five minute 
drive on Hwy 231 north of the cam-
pus.   
 Also, don’t forget to come to our 

summer “Round-Up” to raise funds 
and food for the 14th & Chestnut 
Mission in Terre Haute.  This event 
is being planned for August 27th  
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the 
park in Brazil.  Everyone is being 
asked to bring a food dish to share 
and your list of monetary donations 
and food donations.  We should 
have a fun time eating and walking, 
rocking, jump roping, bouncing 
balls, or whatever you decide to do 
to pass the time.   I think I’ll do a 
little rocking and take the easy way 
out.  Don’t forget to bring your dish 
to share and your family and 
friends to join in the fun!  Be look-
ing for further details in the days to 
come. 
 For secretaries, Linda Welch, 
our Conference Secretary, had 
some great ideas in our last Mission 

Messenger.   I especially liked her 
idea of using folders – one for each 
year (labeled with the year), for any 
paper copies of information we 
gather  throughout the year.  She 

also suggested using folders for 
minutes and other documents on the 
computer and to use flash drives to 
store the information permanently.  
My daughter-in-law organized all 
of my “stuff” into folders on my 
computer.  I didn’t know where 
anything was at first or how to open 
it up – then she showed me what 
she had done.  I take minutes for 
several organizations so it has been 
a lifesaver for me.  Now I have to 
get someone to help me move my 
“stuff” from my laptop to my main 
computer and get things organized.  
My son, the computer man, is com-
ing home this summer so his first 
job when he gets here is to organize 
my “stuff”.   
 Have a good summer and hope 
to see you at the School of Chris-
tian Mission here in Greencastle.   
 

Carol Sweet                                                                                                                  
West District Secretary 
Sweet1244@msn.com  
765-653-8674   
765-720-2894 (cell) 

Greetings to Women of the West 
District, 
 It was good to see many of you 
at our Spring Gathering West Dis-
trict Meeting.  A special thanks to 
Lisa Kelley and Christine DeForest 
for helping me with my duties dur-
ing this event so that I could attend 
my son’s graduation. 

 I hope that you were able to find 
some great books and resources to 
use for your participation in the 
Reading Program and for your 
units.  Please let me know before 
the middle of August if there are 
materials that I can order that 
would be especially helpful to you.  
to have available for sale at the 
West District Fall Gathering Meet-
ing on September 24th.   Keep in 
mind that many of the 2011 books 
are available for the Kindle, if you 
use that technology. Also, the Mis-
sion Resource Center (800-305-
9857 or 
www.missionresourcecenter.org ) 
stands ready to help you and take 
your orders. All profits from mate-
rials purchased from them is re-
turned to support missions. 
 I would like to recommend a 

book that was not for sale at our 
meeting. It is part of the 
“Recommended Reading” list.  I 
found this book at Barnes and No-
ble, but it could be ordered online 
as well. It is called Seeing Gray in a 

World of Black and White by Adam 
Hamilton.  This book explores 
many of the controversial issues of 
our time and explains the different 
ways that Christians view them. 
Hamilton explains his more moder-
ate positions on these issues and 
gives Biblical rationale for his 
views. 
 Keep learning, growing, and 
serving God in your units!  I hope 
to see you at the School of Chris-
tian Mission in July! 
 
Blessings,                                 
Cozette McColgin SPR 

THE BOOK NOOK 

SALUTATIONS FROM THE SECRETARY 
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TREASURER’S TIP 

Happy spring to everyone!  I 
pray you all had a wonderful 
Easter and Mother’s Day.  I had 
a wonderful new experience this 
Easter!  I got to celebrate the 
Passover supper with a Messi-
anic Jewish group.  It was a true 
celebration of Jesus as the Pass-
over Lamb!  For those of you 
who do not know who Messianic 
Jews are, they are Jewish people 
who have realized the truth that 
their promised Messiah has 
come and that that Messiah was 
Jesus!  The group is led by a 
Jewish Rabbi and his wife.  I got 
to experience the traditions of 
the Jewish people during the 
Passover feast and how they 
point to Jesus as the true Pass-
over Lamb.  There were people 
there from many different church 
backgrounds.  This celebration 
increased my joy and wonder at 
the true blessings of God’s plan 
that we celebrate as Easter! 
 
I want to say a “thank you” to 
each of your units that work so 
hard each year to spread the love 
and truth of Jesus to the world 
through your thoughts, prayers, 
words, actions and financial sup-
port! 

The District Spring meeting 
brought in many sacks and boxes 
of milk, T-shirts, and flip-flops 
for Africa to help support the 
Kissy Milk Project that we have 
learned about from former South 
Indiana UMW President, Vickie 
Newkirk.  The offering to sup-
port this Hands On Project was a 
total of $311.  This money will 
help ship the items to Africa.  If 
there is any extra money, it will 
be used to purchase more items.  
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
I know many of you also have to 
be concerned about the tornado 
destruction that happened in our 
southern states of Alabama, etc.  
An announcement was made that 
UMCOR, United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, was al-
ready down there working.  If 
you want to be a part of this, you 
can send financial aid directly to 
UMCOR for this area, or you 
can send it to me and I will for-
ward it so that it gets to UM-
COR. 
 
Info update for treasurers:  
Please send your Remittance 
Forms and mission money in to 
me by the 22nd of each month.  I 
work four days a week and this 
will always give me a Saturday 
or Monday to get my forms com-
pleted and sent on to the Confer-
ence Treasurer in time for her to 
get them sent off in time for the 
end of the month.  If your unit 
meets at the end of a month, it is 
fine to send it in the next month.  
In December this will change, 

but I will be sending you a letter 
at a later date as to how to han-
dle that month. 
 
I have sent each unit treasurer a 
post card sized form and letter, 
so that we can get an estimate of 
what next year’s missions will be 
like.  This form needs to be re-
turned by the first part of Au-
gust.  The financial meeting to 
set up 2012 by the Conference 
and District officers meets Au-
gust 20th, the third Saturday in 
August. 
 
To all unit treasurers:  Thank 
you for all your help in complet-
ing our work for the Lord this 
year! 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Christine DeForest 
West District Treasurer    
 
5523 S. Cardwell Road 
Bloomington, IN 47403 
 
Cell phone (812)340-0520    
Home phone (812)825-7412 
cdeforest@bluemarble.net 

      Info update                          
  for treasurers:                   
Please send your 
Remittance Forms 
and mission money 
in to me by the 22nd 
of each month.   
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Building a Faith Platform 
 
Matthew 6:3 reads: “Strive first for 
the kingdom of God and his right-
eousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” 
 
Our pastor, Bryan Palmer-Smith, 
writes: one day last June I was fish-
ing and the fish weren’t biting so I 
did a little reading about a fascinat-
ing practice that I’d seen on Dis-
covery Channel on TV.  However, I 
didn’t realize the preparation 
needed before the practice can take 
place.  Here are some of the details 
that preceded the practice.  The 
practice originates in the South Pa-
cific Islands and involves land div-
ing.  In ancient ritual, men build a 
platform on a high cliff, tie them-
selves to the tethered vine, and dive 
off the platform.  The ritual is de-
signed to please the gods and en-
sure a good harvest.  What I hadn’t 

realized until I read the book was 
that the divers build their own plat-
forms at a site of their own choos-
ing.  They select their own vine and 
cut it to the desired length so that it 
breaks their fall as they plunge 
headfirst toward the ground.  Too 
short a vine and the gods will not 
be pleased.  Too long a vine will 
mean a fatal crash landing. 
 
Here’s what I want you to note:  I 
see this process as a metaphor of 
our spiritual lives.  You and I are 
engaged on a spiritual quest.  No 
one else is responsible for us al-
though many make contributions to 
our quest to become more Christ-
like.  It is ultimately up to us to 
construct a platform for our faith 
that insure we survive and gather a 
rich harvest.  Where can we turn to 
for help?  I suggest we turn to to-
day's Bible reading from Matthew’s 
Gospel.  The “platform” of our 

spiritual lives has to be the constant 
striving for the kingdom of God.  
The “vine” of our spiritual lives is 
the word of God which will always 
keep us from fatal falls.   
 
Questions: 
As you strive for the kingdom of 
God, who have been some faithful 
companions along the way?  When 
have you felt “at the end of your 
rope”? 
Have you ever been afraid to “take 
the plunge” of seeking God’s king-
dom? 
Do you know enough Bible to be 
able to bring it to mind in times of 
need? 
 
Used by permission. 
 
Mary Wood 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

SOCIAL ACTION…                                        

My Heart Hurts: 

During the past few weeks our na-
tion and world has been bombarded 
by devastating natural and man-
made disasters that adversely 
touched millions of lives. 
Earthquakes, tsunamis, tornadoes, 
and flooding have reached record 
breaking proportions, bringing 
about epic numbers of death, sad-
ness, misery, and unimaginable 
horrors of all kinds. 
For those of us in Indiana, some of 
us may have experienced this dev-
astation firsthand through our own 
losses or through those of our 
friends and loved ones many miles 
from us. But, all of us have been 
touched in some way, and our 

hearts are hurting with compassion 
and a need to help in any way pos-
sible to ease the immense pain of 
our fellow men and women. 
Then, to add more pain, the death 
of terrorist leader Osama Bin Laden 
has opened up memories of terrible 
atrocities and loss associated with 
9/11.  Watching the news and docu-
mentaries of that unbelievable 
event has given us renewed heart-
aches, anger, and a sense of des-
peration. 
 
Throughout all of this, however, 
reigns a sense of pride in our deter-
mination and perseverance in tak-
ing on the rebuilding and healing of 
what seems to be impossible tasks.  

Proud as we are of rising to the oc-
casion and meeting what seems to 
be insurmountable odds, let’s not 
forget to thank God for what He has 
given us, to be willing to even take 
the first steps toward these endeav-
ors of love and compassion.  
God uses us in ways we would 
never aspire to on our own and 
leads us toward working together to 
share what we have and what we 
can do with those who need it 
more. 
Thank you, God, for using our 
Hurting Hearts.  
 
Barbara Lane 
Social Action 
812-821-4246 
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        Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 2011 -- Theme "Give the Gift of Love"                             
2011 offering will support the Retirement Benefits Fund which provides pensions and health 
care for retired UMW deaconesses and missionaries.  Programming materials can be found in 
the 2011 Program Book.  
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WEST DISTRICT 2011 CALENDAR 
*  REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 

                  red   indicates a West District function    blue  indicates a Conference function 
 
JUNE 
      9 Thur            *  UMW Dinner at Annual Conference 5:00PM 
      9-11 Thur-Sat   UMC Annual Conference 
      16-19 Thur-Sun   Regional School at Drake University 
 
JULY 
      26-29 Tues-Fri  * School of Christian Mission at DePauw University 
      30 Sat                * School of Christian Mission Sampler Event at DePauw University 
 
AUGUST 
       13 Sat            West District Executive Meeting 10:00AM-2:00PM at New Market UMC 
              27 Sat    West District Fun Family Picnic 10:30-?? At Forest Park in Brazil, IN 
         Bring Canned Food Items to benefit the 14th and Chestnut Food Pantry 
 
SEPTEMBER 
      24 Sat             * West District Fall Gathering                  
          First go to 14th and  Chestnut at 9:00AM-9:45AM for a tour                              
                              then go to Memorial UMC, Terre Haute for meeting at 10:00AM-3:00PM                                                              
                              Speaker:  Rev. Bill Felts from 14th & Chestnut 
 
OCTOBER 
      14 Fri              * Night before Annual Event          TBA 
      15 Sat              * Fall Annual Celebration 10:00AM-3:00PM at Old Bethel UMC, Indianapolis 
      29 Sat              West District Executive Meeting 10:00AM-2:00PM at Gosport UMC 
 
NOVEMBER 
      12 Sat               *District Officer Training 10:00AM-3:00PM at Christ UMC, Indianapolis 

 

NEWS RELEASE  (taken from the UMW of Indiana Website) 

Women's Division Proposes Becoming "Structurally Separate, Missionally                  

Connected" from Global Ministries 
 
     The Women’s Division board voted to become structurally separate from the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM) while remaining “missionally connected” in staff configuration and by its board of 
directors at its recent meeting, April 7-11 in Stamford, Conn. The directors of GBGM also approved the 
proposal at their meeting, April 11-13. 
 
     Based on recommendations from the board’s policy committee, there was strong support of the pro-
posal to be structurally separate and missionally related to GBGM. These recommendations came out of 
the previous Fall 2010 meeting request to prepare two plans for consideration at the Spring 2011 meeting, 
one outlining structural connection with GBGM and another outlining structural separation.  
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As I sit outside and enjoy the spring 
day, I am watching the birds and 
looking at the flowers growing.  I 
am reflecting on the book of Isaiah, 
God’s wrath and warnings He con-
tinues to tell us.  Then he tells us 
over and over the promises for us 
of His comfort and peace that 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
I heard a story, about the stained 
glass windows in the church.  The 
beauty they bring can only fully be 
seen from inside the church.  The 
beauty of God’s words can only be 
felt when we come to Him, want to 
know Him more by studying and 
reading His word.  We must submit 
to Him, let Him use us.  The UMW 
Missions applies God’s words to 
help others in need, in many ways.  
We can be a light and let them see 
Christ through what we do.   
 
I hope you came to our spring gath-
ering.  We gained knowledge on 
human trafficking and how we can 
help.  We collected powdered milk, 
flip flops, and T-shirts as our hands
-on projects.   
 

As I think about the stained glass 
windows, in order to fully experi-
ence the beauty you must come in-
side the church.  To experience all 
the UMW has to offer, you must do 
more than attend your local unit 
meetings.  I know this first hand.  
When we first started our unit we 
did not fully participate.  We went 
one time to a spring gathering 
which we really enjoyed.   Then it 
was over a year before we went to 
anything else.  As you participate in 
the events you grow in so many 
ways: in mission, in your relation-
ship with God, just the fellowship 
with other UMW women is great!  I 
encourage you to come and bring 
one or more from your unit to these 
events and to the School of Chris-
tian Mission.  You will be very 
blessed you did get involved.  
Come inside.  God has formed 
something wonderful for you to 
experience.  Don’t miss a blessing! 
Whether it is the stained glass win-
dows, reading God’s words, or get-
ting more involved in the UMW,  
let God lead you!!   
 
I saw many faces I recognized, and 

I had the pleasure to get to know 
many ladies for the first time.  I 
hope to visit some of you at your 
local unit meeting.  I hope you will 
invite me to a unit meeting.  You 
can call me at 812-829-5948 or 
email me at bls1125@yahoo.com .  
Beware!  I will be contacting you.  
I look forward to working with 
your unit to be a Mission Today 
Unit for 2011.  I am very proud of 
our Mission Today Units in 2010.  
GREAT JOB Ladies!!  Let me help 
you promote your local mission 
opportunities and expand your con-
cept of Mission with all of the units 
working together for God’s love 
and light to shine all over the 
world.   
 
Think about this: Are you inside or 
outside?  Do you see the beauty 
God wants you to see?  Or are you 
missing God’s blessing?                 
Isaiah 6:8  Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying.  “Whom shall I 
send?  And I said, Here am I.  Send 
me!” 
 
Lisa Kelley                                      
Education and Interpretation  

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION   

COMMUNICATIONS CORNER 
I’m so excited to be able to attend 
this year’s School of Christian Mis-
sion at DePauw University in 
Greencastle, Indiana!!  It’s literally 
in my own backyard from where I 
work as a Secretary at Gobin Me-
morial United Methodist Church 
surrounded by DePauw University.   

I’ve been told that attending the 
School of Christian Mission is up-
lifting and rejuvenating, and what 
modern woman couldn’t use some 
of that these days.       

I’m also excited about some of the 
hands-on mission items that partici-
pants are being asked to bring to the 

School of Christian Mission.  Part 
of the collection includes NEW, 
packaged, modest-styled underwear 
and socks for girls, women, and 
boys; small stuffed toys, and pil-
lowcase dresses.  The pillowcase 
dresses will be sent to Haiti for the 
Haitian children.  The pictures of 
the pillowcase dresses I’ve seen are 
absolutely adorable!!   
 
Now I’m not any kind of a seam-
stress, but I think even I could 
make up one of these without too 
much trouble.  I KNOW there are 
many terrific seamstresses out there 
in the West District.  So, I encour-
age you to get out those sewing ma-

chines, find your leftover sewing 
embellishments and send me some 
stories and pictures about your sew-
ing pillowcase dresses for the 
School of Christian Mission on July 
26th-30th or for the UMW Fall 
Celebration on October 14th & 15th 
at Old Bethel UMC in Indianapolis.  
You can bring these hands-on mis-
sion items to either event!!     
 

Hope to see you at SOCM with 
your underwear, socks, toys, and 
pillowcase dresses!! 
 

Denise Thede 
Communications Coordinator 
denise.thede@gmail.com 
765-653-0514 
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Lucille Raines Residence and YOU! 
 
Next year on April 16, 2012, the Lucille Raines Residence celebrates its 35th anniversary.  Owned and oper-
ated by the Indiana United Methodist Women, it offers hope to as many as forty-nine men and women who are 
actively engaged in rebuilding their lives from substance abuse.  Many of these residents find Christ to be the 
source of their successful recoveries. 
 
Though residents pay rent, this accounts for only half the expense of the program.  United Methodist Women 
provide support—local UMW units contribute $7.50 per UMW member.  Opportunities for giving, sale of 
Lucinda pins, gifts made in memory and in honor and conference advance specials provide funds for staffing, 
programming and residence upkeep. 
 
In addition to UMW monetary gifts, there is a Lucille Raines Residence Executive Board that meets monthly 
(with the exception of February, July and August) to assist in decision-making, to maintain awareness of on-
going needs and to provide that little “extra” to the residents upon occasion.  (At the April board meeting, 
Easter baskets for the residents and staff were filled from board member donations.) 
 
As with any board, terms expire and new members are elected to the Lucille Raines Residence Executive 
Board.  The board is composed of members that represent all districts of the Indiana Conference United Meth-
odist Women. If you are interested or know of someone you think would make a good board member, please 
consider completing a Talent Bank form.  The form can be obtained online by going to the Lucille Raines 
Residence website at http://www.gbgm-umc.org/lucilleraines/ or by contacting Linda Crawford at (812) 336-
2277 or carlelinda@sbcglobal.net.   If you have questions or would like further information, contact Linda. 


